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From Perſonsof Corrupt Manners, &c. - 


| Hen the Lord of old branght up 
| the Children of 1/7acl out of the 

' Land of Egypt, he ſeparated 

* them from other Nations,to be his People in 
peculiar Covenant;and by his. Laws he ſan- 

 Gified chem from all Uncleanneſs; infomuch os it, 

| that whoſo bore the Carkaſs of any unclean 24. 

[| Beaſt, he was to. waſh his Cloaths'and be un- Lev-5. 2,3- 
| Mean) until the-Even.And whoſo touched the ©: > id 
wy of a Dead Man, & purified not bimſelf, © Numb 19. 
| be defiled the Tabernacle of the Lord;& that 5,13. _ 
pert was to be cutoff from //r4e/, becauſe the Deur. Fon | 

bY Water 10,0 15, 


E” 2 | " The Introdut#jon- 2. 
Waterof Separation was not ſprinkled upon 
od- 12- him.And whoſagver eat thePaſlover with uns ' 
19. leavenedBread,or went unto theHoly things, Þ 
'I having his yncleanneſs upon him; that Soul Þ 
Numb. 1g. WaSto be cit oft from theCongregation of 1. 
30, 31. racl,and from the prefence of the Lord. And: 


ts 


IN 


_ 
$19 


Ley- 22 
to 8. 


the Soul that diſpiſed the Word of the Lord, 


and brake.his Commandments, that Soul was # 
utterly to be cur off,& his Iniquity ſhould be * 


vpon him. Now thoſe Separations and theſe, 
and many. other legal cleanſings were ſha- 


-# 
be 
p : 


dows of Goſpel things, whereby the Purity-4 : 


| of the New Teſtament Church was ſet forth, $ 
r Pet. 2.9. And to theend it ſhould be a Royal Prieſt- 4 
hood, an Holy Nation, a peculiar People tg' 
ſhew torth thePraiſes of him, who hath called'F 

us ont of darkneſs into his marvellous Light. 
He hath left us Holy Laws for the Govern- Þ 


—_ 5.6, mentof his Church, and-for the purging out 
Gal, g. 9. 


'the beauty ofa Goſpel 


©,” Chriſtians and the hardning of one another in 


their Sins,and Diſobedience againſt the moſt. 
Soveraign Majeſty of Heaven. and Earth. To þ 
prevent which evils, I ſhal} therefore _—_ 


of the old leaven of Unrighteouſneſs, for ' 
2 little leaven leaveneth the whole Lump, as 
. it conſequently follows; that ſuch who bear : 
With Sir-in one, cannot avoid bearing it in } 
another;and by opening of this Slace,aFlood ' 
'of Sin and Iniquity will quckly ſweep away. Þ 
harch;and turn the * 
; Jer- 2. 21," Noble Vine that was planted wholly. a right | 
.:- 123 Feed, into the degenerate plant of a ſtrange 1 

: - Vine; to the diſhonour of God, the reproach F 
'-of true Religion, the ſtumbling of-weak-| 
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W- The Introduttion.  - 3 3 

"ofthe way and means appointed:by Chrift, _ 

Fiho loved the Church,” and gave himſelf for Eph. r. 4. 

it: That he might ſanftifie and cleanſe it with __ $* 25, 

F the waſhing of Water, by the Word: . That. be 752 27, | 

- Þ might preſent it. to himſelf a glorious Church Bis 

"we having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch. thing ; 

| but that we ſhould be holy, and without blame be- 

| firebim in Love. And in order thereunto, I 

 F ſhall here Premiſe, that foraſmuch as the 

F Church of Chriſt is ſaid to be the pillar ard 1 Tim, 3. 

ground of Truth, And that it is Gods butldjng ; *5: 

-& jt cannot be ſo, unleſsit be erected accord- * 2539, 

\F wgto the Pattern ſhewed in the Holy Mount Heb. 8. 5. 

"| xd recorded. for. the Example of after A. * P*t-2+ 4, 

'Y Lad That every ſtone ſhould be a lively'Þ,,. .. 
fe by Regenerztion, built up together a x TY, 

F ſpiritual houſe in one 'moſt. Holy Faith; for. Ch. 4. 4,5; 

'Þ s there is one Body and one Spirit, fo Jude 20- 

- | there is one Faith : And it is the Duty of 
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The Introduion. | 


rherenpon ;, for other Foundation can no man lay, 
then that 1s laid, which is Teſus Chriſt. Ns 


if any man build upon this Foundation, Gold, | 
ſileer, precions ſtones, wood, hay, ſtubble: E. : 

very mans work ſhall be maze manifeſt —— and | 
the fire ſhall try every mans work, of what fort | 
*t is. If any mans work abide which he hath Þ 
baile thereupon, be ſhall receive a reward. If F 
any mans work ſhalt be burnt, he ſnall ſuffer loſs. F 


So that the' Goſpel Church is not to be for4 

Rev, 2.20, Med of fuch mixed and combuſtible matter 

x Per. 1.5, a$ men pleaſe, bat of pure Gold, 'yea of 

Exod. 25. fuch as' 1s tryed in the Fire, But to pro- 
Yd 3-18 ceed, 2 

+=. Feſt, I ſhall prove, that it is the Duty 

of a Church:of Chriſt to withdraw their 

Communion from, yea, and to [purge ont 

thoſe Perions that are ( without Repen- 

trance for ir) guilty of corrupt Manners or 


, | . 1 Cor. 5.1, eyjit Ations; and that not only for com- 


jo 6. 9d AM 
| Tim, 1; Pifting the groſſer ſort-of Sins, as Fornica- 


20, : 
other notorions Evil, but for ſmaller offen- 


ces. And firſt ovr Lord hath commanded 


: i 
"\ 


the Foundation, and another buildeth thereon! 3 
but let every Man take beed how he buildeth 


— 


tion'or inceſtuous Marriages, Blaſpbemy or 


Math, 18. 0s ſaying, If thy Brocher (ball treſpaſs againſt 


15, 16,17. ghee, go and tell bim his faxlt berween thee and F 


bim alone : If he ſhall hear thee, thou haſt gain--' 
ed thy Brother. But if be will not hear thet, | 
then take with thee one or two more, that in tht | 


_ x4 ih on three rag ioget Word 
may 'be eſtabliſhed. And if be te 10 + 
hear them, tell it win the Chareh by fk} 
negle F* 


I » 
Ge 
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| Of Now Communion, %c. 
cleft t0 hear the Church; let him be unto thee.” 
Ku a: Heathen Man and a Publices, ' To 
F which 1 ſhall only here ſay, -that as this 
treſpaſs MAIS 12: Fext, cone be 
breach ofthe w.,. in not doing «F2 
; crtogkores we would that others ſhould do "P* 
F tous; becauſe it is a treſpaſs againſt a Bro- | 
+ ther : Soit is plain, that for ſach a cauſe 
F of doing wrong, if ſatisfaftion be not given 
©. by Repentance, the offender ſhould be unto 
F vs as an Heathen Man and a Publican, with 
F whom it wes not lawful to bold any 
- Church Communion, unleſs they were con- 
7 | verted. | 23 
f + 2. It is ſaid, 2 Theſ. 3. 6 Now we com- 
* | mandyon, Brethren, in the Name of our Lord 
* Jeſus Chriſt, that ye withdraw your ſelves from 
f | every Brother that walketh diſorderly, ayd not | 
| ofter the Traditionwhich be rectived of us. Here | 
* | we have a general command to withdraw . | 
© 1} from all diſorderly Perfons, which becauſe | 
" 1 Ideſign to open it more at-large in ſome fol- 
" | lowing part of this Treatiſe, ſhall at prefent 
"| only note this Scripture, as 4 poſitive Law 
'Þ to preſerve the Purity of Church Commu- 
|  nion,and the Words of our Lord beforereci- Math. 18 
 tedare for the ſame end,tho? they more par- 15, &*- 
 ' ticularly reſpe@ corrupt Manoers,or immo- 
'# a 
f ral Wrongs and offences of Brethren againſt 
' } Brethren ung ay Prohibition of 
| leſſer as well as groſſer Evils, as appears 
+ from the | Authority of other Scriptures, 
Exod. 23. 1. as TOS 1: bs 
pw 104 thine band with the Iiicked to be an nat- 
| | A 4 righteous 
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: - Of - Nom:Comimunion © | 
Pal. 5. 2ynfpbreons Witneſs: And Davidſhews us, who. 
3- ſiall abide'in the Lords Tabernacle, nd 
«whoſhall dwell in his Holy Hill : He'cba 
-walketh uprightly — he that backbiterh not with 
.. « -.»» ns" Tongue, nor idoeth evil. to bis! Neighbous, |} 
mor taketh up:a \reproach againſt his Nexghbour, | 
-GrC, And P/alw x01, 5. i Whoſo- privily lai 
dereth his re rage bim'will I'cut off. : And | 
the Apoſtle faith, Rom. 3. 8. And no rather | 
-as 'we be ſlanderoufly reported, and as ſome af; | 
| 


- firm that wei ſay, let us do evil, that ood may 
come? whoſe Damnation is Fuſt. And in 
2 Theſ. 3. 11,to 15: we are. commanded 
to have no company with ſuch, as through 
Idleneſs eat not their own Bread, but are 
-buſie Bodies. And 1 Cor..5.7, 8. Phrge out 
therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new | 
*Lump, as ye-are unleauvened. For even Chriſt | 
our Paſſover #3 ſacrificed for us. Therefore tet - 
ws keep the Feaſt, not with old leaven, neither 
:with the leaven of malice and wickedneſs : | And } 
Ver.-It. He ſaith, I bave written unto you, Þ. 


:n0t to keep Company, if any man that is calleda } 

'Bratber be a formcator, or covetous, or an Idv+ 4 

Jdater, or arailer, or a drunkard, or an extor- | 
: _ +; -Troner, with ſuch an one nor to eat. And in 
Sto als 1 Gal. 5: 19,20, 21. Now the works of the flelb 
hag 6.9, are ma , which are theſe, Adultery, for+ 
I Tim: 1, cation, uneleaunefs, laſervieuſneſs, idolatry, 
9,10. Ditchcrafe, batred, variance, emulation, wrath, 
Col. 3. 9. firife, ſeditions, bereſies, envyings, murders, 
arunkenneſs, "revellings aud ſuch like, Cas al F 
lyars,. Rev; 21. 8.1): of che which I tell: yoube- F 
fore, as 1 have alſq told you intime-palt, _ 
Ci i | they | 


—_—— 


WE 
- 


=  mwith.icorrupt Manners. © 
'Þ rhey:trhich Ho ſuch things, ſhall not inherit the 
| 2 Ka dom-of God. ry then ſurely none of. 
i thoſe evils (. tho”'of the leſſer {brt of them ) 
' when known $0 us ſhould be ſuffered in the 
Communion of a Goſpel Charch. 'And in 
\ Math. 7. 12. Therefore all things whatſoever, 
ye wauld that men do to you, do ye even 4 
 Þ-  fato them : for thiss the Law "and the Pro- 
| phets, So that whatſoever wrong 1s done. to 
4 any contrary to this general precept, it is a : 
breach of the Moral Law, Thow ſhalt love thy Math. 19. 
| Neighbour as thy ſelf. And therefore ſuch 19. 
offenders ſhoald not ( without Repentance 
for their Sin.) be ſuffered in our Holy Com- 
munion at the Lords Table. 
- But ſome may think that all thoſe parti- 
| cularevils, in Gal. 5. 19, 2o, 21. come not. | 
| under the Coghizance and Judgment of the A: 
Charch for excluding of thoſe who are guil- 
+ ty of them from Communion. 'To which I 
* ſhall briefly ſay, That tho? there may be ſome 
! kind of immoral Variance, ' Emulation, 
1 Weath and Strife, that may not ariſe to ſo 
” high an offence, if they be only ſuddain paſ- 
| ſions that are ſoon over, yet where there is » 
a fixed Variance between Brethren, that 
ſhews it ſelf to proceed from-immorality z 
Or Emulation from a ſtriving to exceed in 
| Envy, or Diſdain, or.in Wrong to another ; 
; | Or: malicious- anger without a cauſe, there 
we have. ground: :for Excluſion from 
Communion, as our Saviour. ſaith, -Whoſo- Mar. s. 22; 
” ever 5s angry with his BrotNtr without a cauſe, © 25 
frall be in danger of the. Fudgment, — _ 
c2 j 


—_——— 
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"Off Now Communion | | 
if thou bring thy Giſt to the altar, andthere re- 
hr. fx, gate bath onghe apainſ 


oabee ; leave there thy Gift before the altar, and © 


t , firſt be reconciled to' thy Brother 
Cay. iyed uh of er thy Gift. Theſe Words 
( notwithſtanding there are ſdme old Teſta. 
ment Terms uſed ) .wege ſpoken for Dire- 
Rion to vs under the Gbſpel, for Chriſt in 
this Sermon was Goſpelizing the Law, 
| And therefore 1 gather from them, that in 
Caſe a Perſon treſpaſſeth againſt his Bro- 


ther, he ſhould not offer his ſpiritual Gift. 


in publick Chorch Worſhip, till he hath re- 
conciled himſelf to him; and then it conſe- 
quently follows, - that the ſame treſpaſs 
which debars him from offering his Gift up- 
on the Altar, whatever is meant by it, does 
alſo debar him from his full Communion at 
the Lords: Table. And ſeeing from this 
Scriptare, he ought of himſelf to. forbear 
his munion, till he be reconciled ; there 


is likewiſe Reaſon for the offended Brother ]. 


oc the Church if the Caſe be known to it, 
to forbear his Communion with him or with» 


' draw it from him, till he giveth fatisfa@ion 


by Repentance for the ſame immoral Treſ- 

paſs, which forfeits bis preſent Priviledge to 

Miniſter in publick Chorch Worſhip, does 

alſoferfeit bis Priviledge of Commuion with 

it at the Lords Table. Moreover it is worth 

our Obſervation, that the Word { There- 

fore ] if thou bring thy Gife tothe Altar, re- 
 fers the Reaſon ofthis Excluſion from Com- 
muygion, to the Eyils jn the foregoing Verſe 
as 


aye and envy. 'So that as on the one 


- weakneſs in the Faith, or 'for his natoral - 


Their Sin, they ſhov1d nor be ſuffered in the 


. with corrupt Manners. Hs 
as the cauſe thereof, which is tor being 4+. _ 
779 with a Brother withont a cauſe; for ſay- | | 
ing to his Brother Raca, tharis; dull, bloc- Sce Batch 
kiſh, ar vain, 'or thou fool, in diſdain, re- A. 


nd we are forbidden on forfeirure of our 
Church Communion, to caſt contempt re- 
proach and ſcorn upon any Brother, tor his 


Infirmities, and to bear a fixed anger with- | 

out a cauſe : So on. the other fide, nothin 4 

is here jntended by our Savionr, to forbid 

an intelligible expreſſing of our Deteſtation 

and Abhorrence of that which is Evil as we Rom.r2.9. Þ 

are commanded, and as alſo we are allowed 2 Cor. 7. 

to uſe a holy Indignation and Revenge a- — 

gainſt all diſobedience, yet ſoas to confilt © ak fo: 

with Love and Pity to Mens Perſons. | 
3.. Under this Head of Diſcourſe con- 

cerning corrupt Manners or evil Actions, 

we may bring many: other particular Ca- 

ſes, for which Offenders ought to be with- 

drawn from, and without Repentance for 


Communion of the Viſible Church of Chriſt. 

AS 1. For breaking the Chriſtian Sabbath 

in diſobedience to the Fourth Command-  - 
ment, and theExample of Chriſts Apoſtles, 25 
and the Primitive Churches. - 2. For being Eph. 6. 1, ' 
diſobedient to Parents and Maſters in Law- 2» 5: 

ful and Reaſonable things. 3. For a Re- 

bellious breaking Covenant with a Church 

of Chriſt, when it is not in Caſe of Conſci- 

ence, of Moral Neceſlity, nor of real Ex- 

wed. | pediencyr - 


L ay 


2, to6. 


22, 
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2 Tim.. 2, 


| Of Non-Communion 
pediency.: 4 For taking the Holy Name 


Gal. 5+ 19, of the Lotd our God in vain.: 5. For Laſci- 
21, 


# TW. 3: | echerouſneſs or Wantonneſs in Behaviour, 


vioaſneſs ( mentioned before) which is 


and for many other Sins, ſome of which are 
particularly expreſſed, and others are in- 
claded under the general Head of Treſpaſ- ' 
ſes againſt the Moral Law. | 

; Secondly, 1t is the -Daty of Chriſtians to 
withdraw their Communion in Church Fel- 
lowſhip from all thoſe that hold erroneous 
Doctrine in or againſt Matters of Faith EC 
ſential to Salvation. For 

1, We are commanded to follow Righte. 
ouſneſs, Faith, | Charity, Peace with them that 
call on the Name of the Lord out of a pure 
Heart ; but ſuch as Err in fundamentals of 
Salvation, thereby declare their Hearts to- 
be unwaſhed with Regeneration, and the 
Renewings of the Holy Ghoſt, and there- 
fore we ſhould not hold onr Communion 
with ſuch at the Lords Table. 

2. It farther appears to be the Duty of 
Chriſtians to ſeparate themſelves from the 
Communion of all thoſe that hold ſuch Er- 
roneons Doftrine, Col. 2. 20. Wherefore if 


ye be dead with Chriſt from the Rudiments of 


the World; why, as tho” living in the World, 
are ye ſubje-to Ordinances. Touch not, taſte 
not, handle not ; (which all are to periſh with the 
uſmg ) after the Commandments and Dorines 
of Men ;, which things have indeed a fhew of 
Wiſdom in Will-wor ſhip and Humility, and neg- 
lefting of the Body net in aty Honour, to the [a- 
TY risfying 


with Erronious DotFrine. 


|  risfying-of the Fleſh. Here 1 ſhall obſerve 
ex the Apoſtle having in' the foregoing 
part of this, Chapter, warned the Coloſſians 


againſt the Traditions of Men, and theRu- 
diments of 'the World, viz. to beware of 
Phyloſophy and vain Deceit of the Jewiſh 
Ceremonies, and other voluntary W orſhip 


and Humility ; he delivers them a general 
- command, that they ſhould not Toxch, Tafe, 


nor Handle, viz. no ways to meddle with 
that which others periſh with the uſing af- 


' ter the Commandments 'and Dottrines of 


Men, tho' others uſe them; yet we are 
ſtritly prohibited in the leaſt to Touch 'or 
Taſte of their- praftical Ordinances, orwf 
their Doctrines, for theſe alſo are there for- 


* bidden, becauſe the command hath a refe- 

rence to the Rudiments of the World, which Yer. 2a 

. fgnifieth the firſt Teaching or InſtruCtion, 
a beginning a Principle,. and hath reſpe& 

. to: Matters of Faith. Secing therefore we Ver. 3-to 

are forbidden to Touch, Taſte or Handle 10 

the Commandments and DoQtrines of Men ; 


then ſurely we ought not to be in full Com- 
munion at the Lords Table, with Perſons 


'that hold ſuch: Erroneous Principles ; ' for 


our Aſlenting to their right of Communion 


with us, -is an owning their 'Principles as * © 
truly fundamental- to Salvation; and'ſo we 


either virtually deny our own to be ſuch, or 


confound the true Profeſlion' of our Faith to 
\ the hazard of Mens Souls; or elſe admit of 


Perſons to partake of the Holy Supper, that 
apparently have no right to it, for _ = 
tnole 


ws Of. Non-Communian 


12 * 
thoſe Goſpel Principles that are eſſential to 
their viſible Iotereſt, in the Obedience, Suf- F 
ferings, and -ReſurreRtion of Jeſus Chriſt, 


either of which 1s a Sin. | 
3. It appears from Gal.1.6,7,8. that 
we ſhould not hold Communion at the Lords 
Table, with Perſons that hold ſuch errone- 
ous Principles; for the Apoſtle ſaith, 7 mar. 
vel, that ye are ſo. ſoon removed from him that 
called youtinto the Grace of Chriſt, unto another 
Goſpel : Which isnot another, but there of wy 
that trouble you, and would pervert the Goſpelof F 
Chriſt. But tho' we, or an Angel from Heaven, ' | 
preach any other Goſpel unto,you, than that which 
utens preached unto you, let him be accarſed : 
in the following Verſe, ,he repeats it 0- 
ver again; and in Chap. 5.12, he ſaith, 7 } 
would they were even cut off whish trouble you. |. 
Now if we duly ſearch after the Cauſe. bf 
this cenfure, - we tnay plainly.ſee that it was 
not for bringing in of another Goſpel ; buc 
as the Apoſtle ſaith, becauſe there were 
ſome that, troubled the.Church, of Galati« * 
_ 6.12” ith perverting. the. Goſpel of Chriſt, by 
#- 5-3* conſtraining them to be circumciſed; and 
ſo to become Debtors to do.the whole Law. 
And we find by the Apoſtles Diſcourſe, that | 
Cbap.z,&c- they ſought to be juſtified by the Works of | 
| the Law, as Chap. 2. 16. Knowing that a'man . | 
is not juſtified by the Works of the Law, bus.by 
the Faith of Feſus Chriſt, even we have believ- | 
ed in Jeſus Chriſt ; that we might be juſtified by | 
.the Faith of Chriſt, and not by the Works of the | 
Law : for by the Works of the Law ſhall by | 
"Th ® 


PI 


with Erronious Do@rine. 


Fleſh be jaſtifed. And Chaps. 4. 21... Teil 
| me, ye that. « 

Ly wot hear 'the Law! So that the pervert. 
g ing of the Goge before mentioned, was by 
'Þb 


ſire -10 be. under the Law, do 


ing in of the Works of the Law for 
Juſtification ; and this we find was made a 
tter of Separation, the Apoſtle wiſhi 


' the Perſons even cat off or accurſed, that 


troubled the Church of Chriſt, which toap- 


3 > an ſome in our preſent day. ſhall 


note, that altbb' thoſe Jewiſh Chriſti- 


F ins that held it needful to be circumciſed, 


and ſb endeavaufed.to bring the Gentiles un- 


der the Law for Juſtification to Erernal Life, 
'did it in a Mcfaical formal way, which 


Chriſtians now  repugn, by denying, that 


formal Obligation to keep the old Law. 
.. yet as their Principles oblige them to ſeek 
- for Juſtification by works of Obedience to 
+ anew Law under the Goſpel, which they 


have no Power in themſelves to perform, 


" their Principle with the caſe of the Church 
of Galatia, reſpeCting the effeft, is in ſub- 
-* ance the ſame : and therefore there is Rea- 
 » fon founded on-Scripture for us to withdraw 
. or remove our Communion from all Per- 


ſons that are leavened with the works: of 


*. the Law for Jaſtification ; whether it be un- 
- der the form of the Law or of the Goſpel Gal. 5. 9. 
Adminiſtration: For that being called Lea- » Car-5.$+ 


ven, ſeeing Chriſ# our Paſſover is ſacri 


for ns, we are commanded ( tho' on a diffe- 


rent occaſion.) to keep the Feaſt wor with old 
haven, never with « OPE: ins 
WIrLkedo 


_ = 
< " 
org aero ro ' 
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"> 1h - Of NonCommunion © 
E— -- + Pie with the unledvened Bread of Þ 
of Sincerity ##d'T%urh* - Obſerve it well, "we... Þ 

are here-forbidden to ear the Chriſtian Pa "'Þ 
ſoyer or Lotds Sopper with the old leaven, - Þ 

&c, and *are commanded to keep ir. with E 

Trath, And therefore we, ſhould not haye 
Communion'in that Ordinance with-funda- 

; mental Errots/in the Chriſtian Faith. 

4. The Apoſtle ſaith, Rom. 16. 17. Now Þ| 

T beſeech*%you, . Brethren, Mark. them "which | 

cauſe Diviſions and Offencts, gntrary to 

| the Dottrine which ' ye hawe Learned; and 
x Tim.6.3; avoid xhem. And: Paul commanded Timg- : 
+5- thyto withdraw from ſuch ay taught other- 
wiſe,and conſented not to wHolſome Words, 
even the Words of our Lord Jeſas Chriſt ; 

and to the Doftrine which 1s according to 
Godlineſs, &c, And we are exhorted, ear- 

E neſtly to contend for the Faith which was once 
* _ Jude 3- delivered unto the Saints: And to ftand faſt in 
_ Plul 1.27: guns Spirit,” with one Mind, ſtriving together for . 
the Faith of the Goſpet; and therefore we ate 

not to unite'our ſelyes into one Body with 
Perſons, that erre from the true Faith; "for 

Am®s 3-3" as two cannot'walk together except they he? 
agreed, fo if 'we are nor united in one Fiith,# 

. we hall quizkly be contending and ſtriving ' 

d: with eactrother, and not” topether for the 
ere Golper” --2 7 ove 
_ g. It is ſaid by way of Politive Command, 
Tit. 3. 10, A-AMan that is an Heretick_, after the fo and . 

* Ih, ſecond Admonition, rejett': Knowing that 'he 
\. that # ſuch, 4s ſubverted, and ſinneth, bei 

; condemned of himſelf. Now an Heritick" 


ONE 


with Erroneons Dodtrine. 


"Wone that ſtifly maiatains falſe opinions a- 

2 painſt the Scriptures, in matters of Faith 
F fandamental to Salvation; which tho' we'. | 

F ſhould be tender of jadging ſich Chriſtians | 

F to be Hereticks, as there is Reaſon to hope 


F have more the ſhew in weak expreſſions of 


| I fome ſuch like falſe Principles, than a being 


F vnder the Power and Condutt of them; ſee- 
Þ ing the Scripture ſaith, -we ſhould of ſome 


— —— 


have Compaſſion, making a difference ;, and 0- 
" thers ſave with fear pulling them out of rhe Fire, 


hating even the garment, ſpotted by the Fleſh. 
Yet our Charitable-Thoughts of ſuch Chri- 
ſtians, while. they are under their cloudy 


| Profeſſion of ſach Errours ( tho? cronded 


among(t other Truths, whereby they are the 


- More concealed ) are no warrant nor allow- 


ance for us to hold Communion with them, 
till we can plainly ſee them delivered from 
thoſe Errours, ſeeing they are clearly pro- 


- hidired in the Scriptures. 


Thirdly, It is the Daty of Chriſtians to 
withdraw their Communion from all diſor- 
derly Perſons in falſe Worſhip, or in cor- 
raph Adminiſtrations of Goſpel-Ordinances. 
An | 
* t. Our Lord ſaith, The hour cometh, and 
now is, when che true Worſhippers ſhall worſhip 
the Father in Sper and in Truth : For the Ba. 
ther ſecketh fach to worſhip him. God is a 'Spi- 
rit, and "tbey that worſhip him muſt worſhip im 


: im Spirit and'in Truth. From hence't ob- 


ferve, that'rrue Worſhippers muſt worthip 


. the Father both: in Spirit and in Truth, '0- 
EO B therwiſe 


Jude 22. 


« 


Ss Þ 
| 


' , 
p oy 
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| 


John 4:23, 
24+. ft 


_ - Of Non-Communion 


therwiſe they are not true Worſhipper:; 
ruth 


And then if we find by the Word of 
( as we are commanded to try the Spirits, 
_ 1 Joh. 4.1. whither they are of God ) that they are ſuch 


Jade 19. 4, ſeparate themſelves, ſenſual, having not the 


Spirit, or that do not worſhip in Truth, but 
with erroncous Matter, or in a falſe Man- 


ner : I ſay, then we ſhould withdraw our - 


Communion from ſuch, as diſorderly Per- 

Mar. 15. 9. {ons in Divine Worſhip : And oar Lord al- 

ſotells us, that in vain they do worlkip bim, 

teaching for DoCtrines the Commandments 

of Men. So that to keep our ſelves from 

the. Guilt of vain Worſhip, we ſhould not 

If. 25.19. by our ſelves, nor with any others worſhip 

God. after the Commandment of Men, bur 
according to Goſpel-Inſtitutions. 


.2. The Apoſtle faith, 1 Cor. 11. 2. 1, 


praiſe you, Brahren, that you remember me tn 

all tbmgs, 'and keep the Ordinances, as I deli- 

' weed themro you : On this Text Mr. Will 

- bis a Kiffm noteth, ©* That our Tranſlation of the 
m——_ &* Greek Word meg; ( rendring it Or- 
Diſcourſe ©*,dinarces) is excepted againſt by ſome 
of right to ** Papiits — who would have it tranſlated 
Church- © (Traditions) to countenance the Ro- 
— F* miſh, Opinion; to which ( ſaith he) ſhall 
; in his (24 L - 
Preface,; « be, oppoſed, that. the Greek Word ſigni- 
« fieth. indeed Tradition, that is in Engliſh, 

« 2,/Delivery, viz,.of Do&rines, Ordinan- 

«ces, [nſtruftions, or loſtitutions, - 2 Theſ« 


& 2. x5; by thoſe Evangelical Preachers to. 


<< their Auditors, which is natbiog elſe but 
« the Doftrine of the Goſpel firſt prageds 


2 


with corrupt Ordinances. 
*ed, and afterwards committed to ities 
«by the Evangeliſts and ApoRttes, as Itand- 
*ing Records to futore Ages ſo that an 
| «Traditions, beſides what is written, ar 
«;uſtly to be excepted againft, 'and ( in 
«matters relating to Divine Worſhip ) to 
beeſteemed Apocryphal. Now as the atore-' 
| fid Anthor ſaith, © What vas praiſe-wor- 
| *thy in thoſe Primitive ' Chriſtians, to 
| * whom the Apoſtle Paul writes, — can 
« he no blemiſh,. but really a Duty 1n ather 
* & Chriſtians ia after timesz to imitate. 
To which I add, That to corrupt the wor- 
ſhip of God with mens Traditions, contra- 
ryto the Apoſtolical Pattern, is a Sin and 
Diſorder to be purged ont by the Church 


$&Ction. | 
3: It's ſaid, 2 Theſ. 3.6. Now we com- 
mand you, Brethren, tm the Name of our Lord 
| Teſs Chriſt, that ye withdraw your ſelves from 
. every Brother that walketh diſorderly, and not 
after the Tratition which be recevved of us. | 
1, This generdl Command to the Church 
. of the Theſſalonians, appears from the fol- 
lowing Verſes, to be occaſioned from ſome 
particular diforders that ' were. amongſt 
\ them, (as Yer: 11, 12, 14, TS: For ' aver 
Then we were with'you,, this we command yo, 
Witt "if ny wonld not work, -neitber foul 
= For we re that there are ſome which 
. + Patt amony'yeou diforderly, working not at 
tut arc rs 24a +41 thee has are * 
| we command, and exhort by our © Lord Feſas 
| ; B 2 Chriſt 


Ip 


of Chriſt ; as farther appears in the next - 


18 


Of Non-Commutiion | 
Chriſt, that with quietneſs they work,. and ea 
their-own Bread, — And if any Man obey not” 


'our Word by this Epiſtle, note that Man, and | 
have vo Company with him, that be may be aſha- | 


wed. Tet count him not as an Enemy, but ad- 
moniſh him, as 4 Brother.) But yet this. in- 
Nance left us on ſacred Record, may. give 
us light into other Caſes z for ſeeing we 


are commanded to withdray our Commus | 


yion, ſo. as to have no Company with ſuch 
a diſorderly Brother, that through ldleyeſs 


(when liz,may have work) eateth not his | 


Own Bread, and is a buſte body , (who may 
the Ghorcb, that he hath: not ſtolen nor 
defrauded any, . but getteth his Meat from 
r2aple 29; | ouſe \ amongit his. Chriſtiag 

riends) then there is ground arid com- 
mand for us to-withdraw our ſelves from 
\all thoſe.that. offend in other things of the 
like .Nature,. and that are guilty of frand 
or deceit. and wrong to any. Perſon. And 
that this command in Yer. 6. is general, 


including. all ;diſorders in Manners, Do- | 


<Etrine,. and falſe Worſhip,: and ſo is a Con- 
.firmation of all I have ſaid before for proof 
hereof, appears as followeth. 


..- I. Becauſe in Yer. 7, 8. there. is a plain 


js [1 


Tatimation, that the command, Yer. 6. T0}. 
"withdraw from every Brother that walketh diſ- Þ 
Fey, does reſpet other diſorders beſides} 
th 


\ 


TIF" - 


have, this, to plead againſt: fuch an AQ of | 


he . particular .Caſe of eating other Mens 
'Bread. for'nought. For the Apoſtle ſaich, Þ 
. Ver, 7, 8. Tour ſelves know bow ye ought to 7 & 


—— 


—” 
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Þ bw us : for we behaved not our ſelves diſorderly 


with corrapt- Maxnpers. 


among you, neither did we eat any Mans Bread 


| for nought. Obſerve the Word [. Neither 


imports a different diſorder to what he im- 
| plyed before in Oppoſition to his Example : 
\ So that to me it's plain, that the command 
| lothe Name of our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, was 
to withdraw from thoſe diſorders that were 
| contrary to the Apoſtles examples, and 
which were not after the Tradition which 
| they received of them, and therefore it is 
ageneral command, as was ſaid before. 
-- 2, I ſhall give a brief Citation, of what 
sfaid on the ſame Text in a Book intitled, 
Aſober Diſcourſe of Right to Church Commu- 


traw your ſelves from every Brother that walk; 
th diſorderly, and not after the Tradition which 
"be received of us. ©* Which laſt Phraſe 
| *zzedbors (the Word [| Paradoſis? ſignifi- 
| .*ing not only Doctrine delivered, arh. 
*r5.2, 3. butalſoaCommand, Ordinance 
*or lnſtirution, as before, 2 Theſ. 2. 15.) 
plainly makes out, that they were not 
* only to withdraw from Perſons of diſor- 
* derly Converſation, or defeCttive in Mo- 


| *rals, but alſo from ſach as were” corrupt 


S TE a a1 0D, 


©inDo@rine, or diſorderly intheir Goſpel” 
+ Adminiſtrations, that being as great 
”* Violation of Goſpel Order,” and-3s per=" 
**pitious to Chriſtiztfs | as” Immoralicy 't © 
-+Which muſt be granted, or £1ſe there 
| B 3 ; «1s 


mon, in Page 5. it's faid, quoting- 2 The Foo 
3. 6. Now we command you Brethren, in the Kiffin ; 


Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye with= 


'2O 
bo 
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Of Non.Cogmmunion | 
&« is no Authority given to the Charch to | 
x Goal with Members of corrupt Principles, F 
C { of . 

* Now this Command ( ſaith he ) being 
©* general, includes all diſorders of any } 
© Lind, in Manners, DoQtrine, or Pradtice, 
© and is a ſufficient warrant ( were. there 
© no more) for our Obedience, to-ex- | 
* clude ſuch as diſorderly praftiſe the Or- | 
© dinance of Baptiſm, from our immediate 
© Communion at the Lords Table, tho? 
© not from our Love and AﬀeCtions. 

Having hitherto been diſcovering the 
Scripture Grounds of _ Separation from | 
Church Communion with: all diſorderly | 


. .. Perſons, in Manners, Doctrine, falſe Wor- 


ſhip or irregular Adminiſtrations of Goſpet- | 
Ordlnances, I ſhall now proceed as follow- 
etn:- V1 ; | 
1. To Anſwer the chiefeſt Objeftions | F 
find againſt ſuch Goſpel Separation. 
2. To give a particular Inſtance of ſome 


confuſed Matter about Communion, alres- 


dy Ptinted"among(t us with ſeveral Queries 
thereopon. _ | 

3- I ſhall preſent my bumble Advice to 
ſome of our Baptized Churches. And 

4. I ſhall leave ſome few things to the | 
ſerious Conſideration of thoſe that have re- 
ceived. a Gracipus Diſcovery of the Love 
ayd Favour of -God unto their Souls, er + 
that bave! good Hope thro” Grace of Eter- , 
nal Lifez; and yet arewalking at large oat F 
of the Communion of a Goſpel Church: : Wl 

alſo 


- mith corrupt Ordinances. \. 21 
* alſo an Exhortation in another Caſe con: 
| ceroiong Goſpel Communion. 
-.. Laſtly in a Poſtſcript, I have ſhewed, ' 
that ic is che Nuty of all true. Believers in 
Order to Chuicch Communion, to ſybjeQt p 
them{elyes tothe Ordinance of Water Bap- - 
| tiſm, and have alſo diſcourſed againſt ex- 
* cels of apparel, and then made a general | 
- Concluſion of this Treatile. = 


: Objedtions Anſwered. 


| - I. Objef, None of the ſeven Churches of Rev; £64p- 
4ſ« in the Epiltles, to them. were com- © Got. F, 
- manded to withdraw their Communion, ar 
'» ſeparate themſelves from any of thoſe Per- 
; | fons among them, which the Holy Ghoſ 
| charged with Evil. And therefore neither 
Chorches from any of their Members, no 
| wy Members from their Gharches Roald 
ſeparate themſelves from one anothers f | 
Communion at the Lords Table, unleſs it 
be for groſs and ſcandalous Evils; | _ 
| + Anſwer: If this Argament holdeth good . 3:2 
- and warrantable for Perſons and Cupredes | 
_ to keep their Communion at the Lords Ta- 
ble, under the Guilt and Non-repentance 
of. leſſer Eyils; it will alfo: juſtifie ſuch 
Communion with thoſe that are guilty of 
oller Sins. - For the Church of Pergemas = 
bad them that held the Dodrine of Balagm, a. 
who taught Balak to caſt « ſtumbling block be- 
' fare the Children of Iſrael, to eat things [acri- 
- beed- upto Ids, ag tn waa ani > 


22 | Okjettions Anſwered: 
And this was 2lſo the Sin of the Church in 
Ver.24,25, Thyatira, to whom its ſaid, That wnto the reſt 
in Thyatira, as many as have not this Dottrine, 
and which bave not known the depths of Satan, 
as they ſpeak., I will put apon you none other 
burthen. But that which you have already hold 
; - faſt rill I come. And therefore, ſeeing the 
Yer, 20. Church of Thyratira ſuffered that Woman 
Fexebel to ſeduce the Servants of Chriſt, to 
commit Fornication, and to eat things 1ſa- 
x Cor. 8.9» crificed to Idols ( which muſt be meant in 
Q. 10.29, Þonour to them, for otherwiſe Meats ſacri- 
28, 29, - ficed tolIdols were not unlawful to eat, tho' 
ſometimes not expedient for the ſake of 
weak Brethren ) then ſurely the reſt that 
. eſcaped thoſe Pollations, and had no other 
burthen put upon them, than to hold faſt 
that they had already, cannot rationally be 
thought then to be in the fame Communion 
. Gal, 5-19, with' thoſe Idolaters and Fornicators, for 
|; 20, #1+ fuch have no Inheritance-in the Kingdom of 
1 Cor, 5.2, God. Beſides, we have an Inſtance of a 
+5- , Fornicator that was ſeparated from. te 
* - Church, or delivered up unto Satan. So 
that tho' there is vo. expreſs command in 
the Epiſtles ro thoſe ſeven;Chorches of Aſia, 
for withdrawing their Communion from a- 
ny evils mentioned therein ; yer doubtleſs 
bk” it was their Daty from other Precepts then 
written, to caſt out thoſe that were guilty 
of ſuch notorious Sins, as were in ſome of 
thoſe Churches : And thoſe Chriſtians of 
Thyatira, which the Holy. Ghoſt commen- 
ded, that were in the ſame City with _ 
; | that 


. thoſe /preceding Words in: general; od - 


—— 4 


©  Objettions Anſwered. WM 
that,were reproved. (and perhaps originally: 


- in fo} Communion together in one Body) it 

' js rational to -believe were ſeparated from 

their Communion, . for Dr. Hammond in 
his Margin reads in Yer. 24- thus : But un- 

\ to [ you, I ſay the reft ] in_Thyatira, &C: , 


for the Kings, 44. S. reads it ſo *,which im- _ 
ports another diſtinct Church or People in = 


- that City. And the: Reaſon why Chriſt Se aſs the 
© threatned thoſe defiled Chriſtians, which Bibles Prix- 


y . ted by the 
were the Church ro- whom the Epiſtle was Deputies of 


primarily direfted, was becauſe they ſut- c1;ic Bar 
fered thoſe evits, when they ſhould have ker, i 599. 
purged out ſuch Offenders, as-the Church and by Ro- 
of Epheſus did, for what elſe can be meant _ _ 
by thoſe- Words ::1 know thy' Works — how, 5 1007 
thau-canſt nor bear them which are Evil : and 


' thou haſt tried them, which ſay they are Apo- 
| files, and are not ;, and haſt found them liars, 


who were therefore doubtleſs' rejzRed from 


/ their. Communion. Burt if any ſay, that 


theſe Words, thou canſt nor bear them which 
are evil, have only reſpeCt to the following 
Words. - And thou haſt tryed them, -whichs, 


' ſay they are Apoſiles, and are not ;, and baſt 


found them lyarys: 1 have this to Anſwer, 


..1- That if ir were ſo,'yet-it ſhews thar 


this Charch- did not. bear with ſuch Lyars 


Intheir Communion, otherwiſe they could 


not be properly .commended for not bear- 


4. ing with them. . 2. The Word [and J 


thou baft tryed them, &c. implieth a. parti- - 
colar different. :thing,-or other Perſons. to _ 


 Objedttons Anſwered. 
how, thou canſt not bear them. which are evil ; 
like as we find in the ſame Verſe, that the 
Word [ az4] thy Labour, [| and} thy Pa. 
tience, denoteth different things to each 0- 
ther, and particulars of thegeneral Word 
(1 know eby ) [ Works. ] So that the Text 
does clearly demonſtrate, that the Church 
_ of Epheſus did neither bear thoſe that were 
Evil, nar thoſe falſe Apoſtles in their Com- 
munion, which Expoſition is confirmed by 
the Dutch Annotations on thoſe Wards, 
and bow thou canſt not bear them which are evil, 
that is, ſay they, ſuch as are ſcandalons in 
Life and Doftrine. Thus their Zealis commen- 
ded here in the Everciſe of Eccleſiaſtical Diſci- 
: =_ So that the aforeſaid ObjeQion, 
hat none of the ſeven Churches of Aſa, 
were commanded in their Epiſtles to ſepa- 
rate themſelves from any of thoſe Perſons, 
Which the Holy Ghoſt charged with evil, is 
' invalid. And conſidering alſo, that his fi- 
lence may be improved (if we give ear-to 
ſuch a oath Argimeat) for holding 
Communion with groſler as well as leſſer 
Sins; we have Reaſon to belieye, that 
fome of thoſe Churches and Chriſtians, that 
were concerned in thoſe Epiſtles ( from the 
Authority of ſome other part of the Holy 
Scriptures ) did ſeparate themſelves from 
thoſe offenders, that. by the Laws of Chriſt 
they were not to bear in their Communion. 
And that thaſe Churches, who ſuffered 
themſelves to be polluted, through the | 
- negleQ of their Duty.inſbegring wi = | 

cv 


' Objettions Anſwered. 
* evils they ſhould have purged ont, did 
| "thereby bring themſelves nader the anger 
* and diſpleaſure of God for it, as appears 
- tn their Epiſtles. | 

IF. Qbjet. Is from Phil. 3.15, 16. Let as 
therefore, as many as be perfett, be thus mind- 


&: and if in any thing ye be otherwiſe minded, 


. God ſhall reveal even this unto you. Nevertheleſs, 
'  wherezo we have already attained, let ns walk. 
by the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame Thing. 
Fhat theſe Words give no'allowance for a- 
ny to hold a corrupt Communion, is very 

lain, becauſe the Apoſtle is not here argu- 
lng-to prove the ReſurreCtion of the Nezd, 
or any fundamental Article of our Faith, 


or on any eſſential = of Divine Worſhip, ' 


gr of ſuch practical Obedience, as that the 
failure thereof is to be noted as diſorderly 
walking : But he is Treating in the pre- 
ceding Verſes, that he had not attained, 
but was following after the Reſurre&ion- 
ſtate of PerfeCtion,, and of his preffing to- 
wards the Mark, for the Prize of the high 
Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus; and: then 
it follows, Let us therefore, as many as be per- 
fef#, be thus minded : andif in any _— be 
otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even this un- 
ro you. As if he ſhould fay, Let us there- 


fore, as many as be [perfe J that js, as 1 Corcy.r, 
are not F babes } in Chriſt, that bave need * Job. 2. 
of { MIR] bat are [frong Men] of [fall ;, 


© Are] [aBiful] in the Word of Righte- 
' onſnels, who by Reaſon of wſe have their Senſes 
exerciſed 1o diſcern both good and evil, Per. 


14 
eb. $.12; 
13, I4. 


1 Cor.2, 6. 


26 
2 Tim. 3. 
17* 
Col. 4. 12 
Mm. 3.'2 


19. 


\ I Cor. 13 
12, 


2 Pew3.18. 


xz Joh. 4. 
13; 1d. « 


Objettions Anſwered. 
fe, tbroughly furniſhed unto all good Works. 
Ferfett and compleat in all the-Will of God.” 
To be able to chmprehend with all Samnts, . what 


oy 3.13, is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 


heighth ;, and.to know the Love of Chriſt, which 
paſſeth Knowledge, that ye might be filled with 
all the fulneſs of God. Now conſider, that 
as we cannot know that which paſleth 
Knowledge, but as the Apoltle ſaith, we 


* know in part, and as none but Chriſt was 


ever filled with all the fulneſs of the Perfe- 
ion of God ; but of the Knowledge of 
bis Will, and Love to us in all its parts ne- 
- ceſlary to a Holy Life of Faith, the true 
Worſhip of God and Eternal Life : So if. 
any came ſhort of this kind of Perfection, 
the Apoſtle rold them, God ſhould reveal 
even this uato- them. And therefore the. 
Text does 'noc any ways prohibit a Sepa- 
ration from ſuch aforeſaid Errours, that 
'are noted in Holy Writ, as a in 
Manners, Doctrine or Worſhip. But it 
containeth a comfortable Promiſe to thoſe 
That are rather free from them ; that tho' 
they are weak in Faith, and Babes in the 
Knowledge of Chriſt, yer ſincerely wind- 
ing.the ſome things which according. to 
Rule they have attained to, and labouring - 
to grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge 
of Chriſt, they ſhall have in due Seaſon a 
more full diſcovery of that perfe@t Love, 
which caſteth out fear, and of the Wilt of 


©. God in the Revelation of the Goſpel, and 
ſhall be builr up in their moſt Hol 


y Faith 
from 


* from a babe-like-ſtate to a perſeRt Man in 
- ,Chriſt Jeſus, in ſome Scripture Senſe. So 


that there is nothing in the Text, that im-. 


plieth a Prohibition of Separation in' the 
aforeſaid Caſes of chrrupt Manners, Erro- 
neous, Doctrine, falſe Worſhip, or irre- 
-gular. Adminiſtrations of Goſpel Ordinan- 
ces. | 

II. Obje#. Is from, 1 Pet. 4.. 8: and 


Math. 18.21, 22. And above all things have . 
fervent Charity among your ſelves : for. Charity 


[hall cover a Multitude of Sins. And - Peter 
ſaid, Lord, How oft ſhall my Brother Sin 4a- 

$4inſt me ;, and I forgive him ? till ſeven times ? 
'  Feſus ſaid unto bim, / ſay not unto thee 5 until 
ſeven times : but, until ſeventy times ſeven; 
from which Scripturcs, ſome may-think 
that Chriilians ſhould bear with. Sins in 


Communion with one another, and cover - 


them all in Love. ' - 

Anſwer, Our Lord himſelf ſhews plainly 
us,. what is meant by thoſe Scriptures, Luke 
17. 3. Take heed t0 your ſelves : If thy Bro- 
' ther treſpaſs againſt thee, rebuke him"; and if 
be repent, forgive him. And if he treſpaſs 
againſt "thee ſeven times in a aay, - ſeven 
thmes in 4 day turn again to thee, ſaying, 1 
repent, thou hal firgee bim, Fees whois 
it appears, - 1.. That we are to rebuke our 
Brother for his Treſpaſs. 2. To forgive 
him, but mind it well, it muſt be if he re- 
.. turn and repenteth ; he muſt turn again as 


well as ſay he repenteth; 'and fo tho? 


Charity ſhould cover a multitude of Sins, 


that 
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Tit. 1. 7. 


Objedtions Anſwered. 
that are turned from and repented of, yet 
K ſhoald cover none. from the Church which 
ought to come under her: Cognizance, far 
ont Charity ſhquld confaſt with our Obedi- 
ence to the Precepts of Chriſt. 
- AV. \ObjeA. It is faid, Rebuke not an Elder, 
and therefore there ſhould be a difference 
between dealing with an Elder ofa Church 
and a private\Member, for Sin. | 
Anſwer, The Apoltle Pas in this Epiſtle 
to Timothy, ſaith, Ler no Man deſpiſe thy 
Youth. And in Chap. 5. 1,2. he exhorteth 
him ſaying,” Rebuke nur an Elder, but intreat 
him as a Father, . and the younger Men as Bree 


' thren ; «the \ Elder Women as Mothers, the 


ar Sifters with all Purity; And Chap. 


/ 3- 144 15+ Theſe things write 1 unto thee, —» 


that chow mayeft know how thou oughteſt to he- 
bave thy ſelf in the Houſe of God, In theſe 
Scriptures the Apoſtle inftruted Timorby, 
that young Servant of Chriſt, and in him 
others, how they ſnould behave themſelves, 
4n reproving not only Elders, but younger 


1Brethreniand Siftersz that-as an Elder Bi- 


ſop-or Paſtour,” which is the ſame in Of- 
dice, ſhould not be {/con angry ] fo Timothy, 
\and others ſhould not 4n-an angry Spirit, 
rebuke either Elders or - younger Brethren ' 
and Siſtefs, - but rather reprove them by in» 
rreaties. It's true, -it's alſo faid, Ler the ' 
Elders ithat Rule well, be counted 'worthy of dow- 
ble, Honour : But yet by Sin, -they may loſe 
and juſtly. forfeit their double and ſingle 


Vr.19.20 Honour 100; for its ſaid; Againſt an Elder 
re: 


\ 


\ | fore, for any to. imagine that an Elders 
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Objetions Anſwered. 


| reccive not an- Accuſation, but before ( Or as it 
'.js in our Margin wnder ) ewo or three wit- 


neſſes. Them that Sin rebuke before all, that 


others alſo may fear © I cbarge thee before God 


and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the Elef# An- 


erring one before another, doing nothing by par- 
tiality. So that it ſeems to be implyed, 
that the Chriſtians in thoſe Primitive times 
were ſo zealous to preſerve the Reputation 
of. the Goſpel-Minaiſtry, and the Purity of 
their Communion , as that they were ready 
to. receive an Accuſation againſt an Elder 
ſooner, and on teller evidence than againſt 
2 private Member ; infomuch as the Apo- 
tle thought it needful, to charge them not 
to receive an Accuſation -againlt an,Elder, 
under the legal Evidence of two or: three 


| gr that thou obſerve theſe things without pre. 


\ Witneſſes. Moreover, we ſee how ſtriftly 


the Apoſtle charged Timothy, that he ſhould 
not. uſe partiality in any Caſe of Sin, to pre- 
fer one before another, whether Elders ( as 


there were ſometimes ſeveral in one Church) Tir, x. 5, 
or private Members ; bat them that fivned A&. 20.9. 
ſhould be rebuked before all, 5. .« thoſe Gal. 2.11, 
whoſe Sins could not be privately covered 4+ 


for want of their Repentance, they who- 
ever they were ſhould be. rebnked before 
all, viz. ſo as the rebuke ſhould reach as 
openly as the Sins were known, and that 
others might alſo fear. And therefore, 
there is not the leaſt Reaſon from Scrip- 


Sig ſhould be more favourably dealt with 
than 


—— 
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Objettions Anſwered, 
than a'private-Members, 'or that there is 4 
different Rule for judging of them; bur 
that the Precepts of Chriſt for purging out 


JO 


the Leaven of Unrighteouſneſs, are to all a- 


Eph. 6.9. like; for as the Lord reſpeRteth no Mans 
Col. 3-25 Perſon, no not for Office: ſake: So he hath 
_ '0-1> commanded'ns, ſaying, Ye ſhall not reſpett 
Dcut.1.17. Perſons in Judgment. 
V. Objett., We ought not to leave a 
Church, till Chriſt be departed from ir. 
Anſwer t. It'this be trace, then no Bapti- 
zed Congregation ſhould receive a Member 
from our Brethrens Communion of the In- 
dependant Churches: Fot who can ſay that 
Chriſt hath left them, ſo as not to ſucceed 
their Miniſtry with true Converſion of 
Souls, and ſo as not to give ſomething of 
bis gracions preſence to them 'and others, 
that are ſonnd in the fundamental Princi- 


ples to Salvation ; who traly fear the Lord 


and fincerely obey him according to their 
Light, tho' the Miſt of Mens Traditions 
may not 'be clearly wiped from off their 
Eyes. I think none can be ſo uncharitable 
** ©. and cenforious as to affirm it: But yer we 
may fafely ſay, the more-'we come up in 
our. Obedience to the perfet Rule of Chriſt, 
the greater our Peace” and*Corfort ſhall be, 
and rhe*more ot the preſence of God, we 
ſhall enjoyin the gracious diſcoveries of his 
Eternal 'Love'unto our Souls. | 
2. If Chrift hath not left onr aforeſaid 
+ Brethren (and others that are not of 'our 
Communion)” withoot ſome gracions* Ma- 
nifeſtations 
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ObjeFrons Anſwered. 


' aifeſtations of his Preſence among them. 
And if therefore, according to- the Obje. 


F ftioo, their Members ought not-to leave 
- their Churches, do not then thoſe Baptiſts 
* which plead this Argument for a mixedCom- 


manion among themſelves, and yet receive 


the: Members of thoſe Independant Church- 


es,, condemn thetnſelves thereby ; as Coun- 
tenancers, Abetters and Receivers of diſor- 
derly Perſons, and as ſuch, who according 
tothis Objection, have little or nothing 
more to ſay for their Separation, and keep- 
iog up a diſtio& Church-ſtate from them, 
then for a private and worldly Intereſt. And 
therefore away with ſuch Pretenſcons for 
they are but a ſhame to us. 

3- If we ought not to leave a Church, 
'till Chriſt is departed from ir, it muſt be 
meaat, either ofa partial or total depar- 
ture : If it be onderſtood of Chriſt's Partial 
departing from a Church, we muſt cither 


" allow it lawful for a Member to leave his 


| Ceptso 


_ Burt a5 I belieye,yo Baptized Churches will 
bee C open 


preſent Communion, when Chriſt hath in 
part forſaken that Church, ſo as for their 
Declenſion of Spirit they are ſuffered to fall 
into ſuch. corrupt Mapners, erroneous Do- 
Arine, falſe Worſhip, or irregular PraQti- 
ces, which the Lord hath commanded to be 
purged out from-among them ; or elſe that 
the Church it ſelf, has Power to preſcribe 
Limits of Communion, eccording as ſhe ſhall 
judge, C without regard.to the written Pre- 

Chriſt )thag his preſence doth bound 


| Objetions Auſwered. 
open their Mouths in favour of ſuch an. ab. 
ſolute Authority within themſelves, for 
that we own the Scriptures to be our Rule; 
ſo it cannot be denied, but that it is lawful 
for Members to remove their Communion 
to a Church which is more Pare, for the 
ſame cauſes; as a Church ſhonld withdraw 
their Communion from a ſingle Member, if 
for any cauſe at all. Bat if they mean, 
that we ſhould not ſeparate from a Church, 
till Chriſt is wholly departed from it; then 
' It may bealſo argued, that a-Church ſhould 
not ' withdraw their Communion from a 
Member, till Chriſt be wholly departed from 
him. Beſides, if a ſingle Member ſhould 
not depart from a Church, till Chriſt be 
wholly departed from it, then the Que- 
ſtion is, Whether Chriſt may be ſaid total- 
ly to depart from a Church, till at leaſt it 
is manifeſt, that ſhe is abſolutely apoſtati- 
zed in her Spirit from ſome one Article of 
our Chriſtian Faith, which is eſſential to 
Salyation; and if till. then it be unlawful 
for ſingle Perſons to ſeparate their Com- 
munion from a Church of Chriſt, than if 
their Church worſhippeth God in a falſe 
manner; ſo it be not in fundamentals of 
Salvation, and maketh void a Command- 
ment of God through Mens Traditions, 
and are corrnpted in their Morals, ' the 

muſt ſtill hold their Communion with fuch 
a People; and it's hard to tell how far a 
Church: may be guilty of theſe Evils, and 
not looſe: the Eſſentials to Salyation. ” 


# 


| jffach a corrupt Communion ought to be 


| it ſhould be allowed lawful, the conſe- 
- quents of ir naturally tends to the over- 
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Objettions Anſwered. 
held, rather than a Perſons Separation from 


throw and Extirpation' of our Baptized 
Churches; for then what Obligation of 
Conſcience is there for Baptized Believers 
to ſet up by themſelves ſuch a Charch-ſtate, 
which is deſpiſed and rendred obnoxious to 
thany Chriſtians, and which is accompanied ' 
with divers diſcouragements and outward 
diſadvantages more than others. - Befides, 
unleſs it be lawful for a Member, or the 
ſmaller number of a Church, to ſeparate 
from their corrupt Communion, many 
Chriſtians cannot reform nor worſhip God 
with the Church, or in the Adminiſtrati- 
on of all Goſpel-Ordinances, according to 
their Conſciences; for generally Reformers 
are the feweſt number, and if theſe ſhould 
continue in their irregular Communion, + 
their Light will be hid and. ſmoothered in 
the Croud of corrupt Profeſſors, and rather 
put under a Buſhel than on a Goſpel Can- Mat. s. 14, 
dleſtick, to ſhine more clearly to thoſe that 15» 15 
areround about them. | 

VI. Obje#. We are (ſay ſome Perſons) 
for-Charity and Union, and therefore we 
are-for Communion /at the Lord's Table 
with Chriſtians, as ſach : If we believe them 
to hetbut real Chriſtians, we ought to hol 
our:;Commanion with them. gbgTa 

Anfwer rx, To'our Brethren of the:Con- 
gregational or ' Independant Churches of 

C 2 whom 


Objettions dnſwered. 
whom fome have argued with me after the 5 
Nature of this Objetion, as if we were too 
ſtrait in our Charity, for not holding Conm- 
munion with them. To whom I have this 
to ſay: 1. That | think we may fairly ga 
ther from what they have publiſhed ( with 
their Conteſlion of Faith ) of the Inſticuti- 
on and Order of Churches, that they do 
not admit any unbaptized Chriſtians to 
their Communion at the Lord's Table,for in 
Article-tke ſeventh, ſpeaking, of « particular 
Church gathcred and compleated according 10 
the Hind of Chriſt. In Article the eighth, 
they ſay, ©* The Members of thoſe Church- 
| ©Te8 are Saints by Calling, viſibly manifeſt- 
© ing and evidencing — their Obedience 
© unto that call of Chriſt, who being fur- 
© ther known to each other by their Con- 
< feſſion of the Faith, wrought in them by 
© the Power of God — Co willingly Con- 
© ſent ta walk together, according to the 
© appointment of Chrilt, giving up them- 
<< felves to the Lord, and to one another, - 
© by the Will of God, in profeſſed SubjeRti- 
<< on to the Ordinances of the Goſpel. So 
then, if the Members of a compleat Church 
do. willingly- conſent to walk together. in 
profeſled Subjection to the Ordinances of 
the Goſpel, none that do not ſabje@ them- 
ſelves to the Ordinance of Baptiſm in- their 
Sence. can be orderly admitted by them, as 
compleatly quallified to their foll Commu- 
nion;;. and ſo if they will not hold Commu- 
nion-with ſuch uabaptized Perſons, they do 

| nol 
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. Objetions Anſwered. 


© not bold it, as ſome of them pretend, with 
Chriſtians meerly as ſuch ; but . only with 


ſuch Chriſtians, which are qualified with 


" Water-Baptiſm to receive the Lords Sup- 


Fat 2.1f they own,that our baptizing Per- 


| ſons on Confeſſion of Faith, by way of dip- 


ping, is alſo rigbt Baptiſm according to Go- 
Ee : and ſo for this Reaſon, they can 

ly bold their Communion with us. Yet 
this is no Carrefter, that their Charity is 
more univerſal then ours, becauſe then they 
receive us not meerly on the account of their 
Charity, but as Chriſtians fitly qualified 
with Water-Baptiſm. But the Caſe is dif- 
ferent, reſpeQting us, for ſeeing we deny 
their Infant-ſprinkling to be true Baptiſm, 
or to be of God ; and ſo they being to us as 
uobaptized Perſons ; our having full Com- 
monion with them, would be not only con- 
trary to the Light of our own Conſciences, 


but witneſſed againſt by their praftice of 


ſprinkling for Baptiſm, as a qualification 
to full Communion. And therefore, we 
have equal Reaſon to ſay, that our refu- 
ling Church-Communion with them, is not 
for want of Charity tov/ards them as Chri- 
ſtians, any more then it is for want of it in” 
theinſelves to other Chriſtians, that are 
not ſprinkled or any ways baptized ; if they 
refule Communion with them, as ſome' 
have done in their private Conference, ac- 
cording to what is gathered as their Mind 
0 Print before, So that I ſee no Reaſon, 


C 3 why 


Objettions Anſwered. 


why our Brethren ſkould in the leaſt be of- 
fended at us, for keeping our ſelves from 
their Communion, when otherwiſe, fo far 
as I can perceive, their PraCtice, as wellſas 
our own Conſciences would condema vs 

for ſo doing. \ 
3. Our aforeſaid Brethren of the Inde- 
Or Churches ( however ſome of their 
embers have in their private Con- 
Sz: their verſe reflefted on us ) have fairly granted, 
28 _—_ that-a Perſon where he cannot continue in' 
q = of any Church without his Sin, may depart 
Churches at from the Communion of one Church to 
the end of another. For they ſay, ©* Perſons that are 
the Congre- * jqined in Church-fellowſhip, onght- not 
re ,j lightly or without jaſt cauſe to withdraw 
Fa; ' « themſelves from the Communion of the 
/ © Church whereunto they are ſo joined : 
© Neverthelels, where any Perſon cannot 
© continue in any Church without his Sin, 
« either for want of the Adminiitration of 
« any Ordinances inſtituted by Chriſt, or 
&* by his being deprived of his due Privi- 
<« tedges, or compelled to any thing in Pra- 
<« {tice not warranted by the Word, or in 
© caſe of Perſecution, or upon the account 
© of Conveniency of Habitation, he con- 
<« ſulting with the Church, or the Officer, 
© or Officers thereof, may peaceably de- 
& part from the Communion of the Church 
« wherewith he hath ſo walked, to join 
© himſelf with ſome other Charch, where 
*he' may enjoy the Ordinances'in the Pu- 
« rity of the ſame,: for his Edification and 
* Conſolation. Now 
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Objections Anſwered. 
Now ſeeing” they grant, that we may 
| leave our. Communion with a Church, to 
| join our ſelves with ſome other Church, 
, | where we may enjoy the Ordinances in the 
| Purity of the ſame; then none of them 

ought to blame us, for not holding our full 
Communion with them; as if they were 
the tandard of Truth, who we believe are 
not in the compleat Order and true Admi- 
nitration of all Goſpel Ordinances. See- 
ing-we walk by their Rule of Communion 
according to our Conſciences, tho' we. have 
not the ſame Light to walk with them. 

2. For any of our Baptized Brethren to 
plead for mixed Communion, from the 
\ Obligation of univerſal Charity, for Chri- 

ſtians as they are ſuch, does rather betray 
. their want of real Love; for that is a Fruit Gal. s. 22. 

of the Holy Spirit, flowing, firſt from the * Joh 4- 
Faith we have in the Love of God to us ; '” 
which is the cauſe of Love in us to him, and r Joh. 5.1+ 
ſo to our Brethren which are begotten of 
him 3 and then our univerſal Love to Chri- 
ſtians depending on our Love to God, it 
muſt confiſt with ſincere Obedience to his 
Will, fo far as we are inlightned. - For this Joh.14-21; 
is the Love of God, that we keep his Command- 2, 
ments; and his Commandments are not grievous. t Joh. 5.2, 
And by this we know that we Love the Children 3+ 
. of. God, when we Love God and keep his Com- 
mendments. And therefore,whatſoever Love 
. Ispretended, which is inconſiſtent with ſin- 
cere Obedience to Chriſt, *tis rather to be 
ſuſpected —_— real.But in Charity I 


Objettions Anſwered. 


muſt conclude, it is not for want of Loye 
to the Inſtitvtions of Chrilt, but for want 
of Light that you plead for Communion at 
the Lords Table with uobaptized Chriſti- 
ans. However you do thereby virtually;de 
ny your-own Baptiſm to be eſſentially ne- 
ceſlary-to a regular Goſpel-Church, :and 
make .yoid that Holy Ordinance of Chriſt, 
which in Obedience to him you have ſubje. 
Cited to; Beſides, why may you not then al. 
ſo ſay, /that you ought in Charity to Chri. 
ſtians, meerly as ſuch, ( altho' they be-not 
yet baptized,)to call any gifted Chriſtianto 
adminiſter the Ordinances of Preaching, 
Prayer, and breaking Bread in the Church; 
and in Charity to thoſe Members that walk 
diſorderly, and break the Commandments 
of Chriſt, forbear the Execution of his Or- 
dinance of withdrawing your Church-Com- 
munion from them, -becauſe you believe 
them ſtill to be real Chriſtians; as if we 
could not Love Mens Perſons, unleſs we fa- 
vour their Sins,and thereby perhtiaps through 
the negle ofour Duty tothem,barden their 
Hearts therein: And ſo under the Notion 
of Chriſtian Charity, the true Order of a 
Goſpel-Church may be quite deſtroyed. 
VII. Obje&#. But ſome may think, 1] open 
the doorof the Church too wide, and give 
too great incouragement for Perſons to wan- 
der from Church to Church, 'or' to leare 
their preſent Communion to imbody them- 
felves into a diſtinft Church-ſtate. : 
/ Anſwer 1. The ſame canſes as will ue 


Objettions Anſwered. 


fe a ſingle Perſons removing his Commu- 
nion to another .Church, will alſo juſtifie 


© a Parties Separation to fit down by them- 


ſelves in a Church-ſtate; otherwiſe there 
is no erefting of Reformed Churches to be 
allowed, where there was none before : 
Which if it be there lawful/to reform, as 
ſorely it. cannot be denied, there is nei- 
ther Scripture nor Reaſon, as I can find,to 
debar a reforming party from ſettling them- L,@ 
ſelves in the Order of a Regular Goſpel 
Church, where there is onealready, if the 

find it expedient for them. 

.. But 2, To __ fuch miſapprehenfſi- 
ons of giving Church-members too great a 
Liberty. I ſhall here remind the Reader,that 
if he duely confiders,what I have ſaid in this 


{mall Diſcourſe,he will not find the leaſt al- 


lowance for Perſons to remove their Com- 
munion out of Novelty, or meerly for their 
Pleaſures-ſake, or for Trivial Matters and 
Pretences; for herein tne Church is bonnd 
(in faithfulneſs to Chriſt, and the Souls 
that are under ber ſpecial care.) to uſe the 
means direQted to in the Scripture, for pre- 
ſerving her mutual Peace and Welfare. Bat 
for real Conſcience-ſake, Separation ſhould 
be allowed to keep themſelves pure from 
corrupt and ſinful Manners, Erroneons Do- 
Arines in eſſentials to Salvation, and from 
falſe Worſhip and irregular Ordinances ; 


"and unleſs there be a Moral Neceſlity, or a 


real Expediency for it, no Separation elſe 
is lawful ; for every Member is C or _— 


00 Objettions Anſwered. 
be) in Covenant with the Church, to walk 
in the ways of the Lord together with them. 
But yet when a Church of Chriſt ſhall 

® alterin any part of their Faith or PraQtice 
eſſential to a regular Church, the Members 
thereof are free from their former Cove- 
nant : Not ſimply, becauſe the Church has 
broken the Conditions of it ; /( for that 
were to acknowledge her Members to be 
utider an abſolgte tye, while ſhe makes no 
Alteration of her Faith and Praftice.)For as 
none of our Churches in Covenanting with 
their Members, by giving them the right 
hand of fellowſhip, does intend thereby ab- 
ſolytely ta bind themſelves from any future [ 
Alteration'of their Faith or Practice, if in { 
Conſcience-they ſhould be otherwiſe inform- 
ed ; ſo the like Liberty is but equitable for 
the Members to have, and therefore, as - 
there is the ſame Reaſon for it, ſo it ought 
to be equally taken for granted in their Co- | 
venanting with the Church, that each 
Member in Covenant hath an equal Reſer- 
vation-of Liberty of Confcience to the 
Church, and neither ſide ought to impoſe þ 
on each other, for that is-a making them- 
ſelves the perfect ſtandard of Religion, like 

| the Church of Rome. 

x Fet.5.r, _ 3- The Apoſtle Peter exhorteth the El- 

2, 3+ ders to take the overſight of the Flock, Noe 
by conſtraint, wit willingly ; not for fileby Lu- 
ore, but of a'ready Mind. [" Neither as be-. 
ing Lords over Gods Heritage, but being en- 
EL, to the Flock; ) And Par ſaith, The 
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ObjetFions Anſwered. 
to ſpare you, 1 came not as yet unto Corinth. 


Not for that we have Domi 
but are helpers of your Joy: And Timothy was 
gle P 


commanded as a fin erſon, to with- 


draw bimſelf from thoſe Profeſſors of Re- 
ligion, that were corrupt in DoQtrine. 
Now if the Apoſtles, who were the in- 
fallible Pen-men of Tacred Scripture, diſ- 
. Claimed Lordſhip over the Saints, and Do- 
minion over their Faith, Why ſhould any 
hold ſuch Principles, as will naturally af- 
ſame ſuch 2 regal” Power over the Canſci- 
ences of their Brethren, as' tendeth to en- 


' thral them in divers troubles; when they. 


about to remove their Communion from 
for Conſcience-ſake, conſidering al- 

ſo they themſelves are but lately, deliyered 
from the Yoak of Perſecution? And for 
ſuch who make it their frequent PraCtice to 
receive Members, that remove for Conſci- 
ence-ſake from other Congregations ( that 
are true Churches of Chriſt, as to their vi- 
ſible Matter, and part of their Form, ) to 
hold ſpch Principles as will depy their own 
Membery Liberty of Conſcience, without 
their, Cenſures, Snares or Inthralments to 
frighten. their weak Brethren to contipue 
In their Communion agaipſt the Light which 
wy have received, is' conſequently aſſu- 
ming ſuch an Arbitrary Dominion over their 
Faith” and Conſciences which neither God 
nor Nature hath given to them, and is not 
Conſogant to the Law, for doing to others 
a they would haye others do tothem Hike 
e 


4r 


2 Cor. 1. 


non over your Faith, 73.24: 


I . 
2, $- 

2 Tim, 2. 
22, 


Chap. 3- $+ 


Objeitions Anſwered. 


like Caſe. And to ſpeak the plain Truth 
of ſuch a Principle and Praftice, it is no 
better then claiming a right of Impoſiti. 
on on the Conſciences of rheir Brethren, 
and a holding faſt all they have, and all they 
can ſo get right or wrong, | 
And therefore ſeeing, the Light of Script 
ture and Reſon with common Equity, is 
repugnant to ſuch an Arbitrary Dominion 
over the Faith and Conſciences of the Saints, 
and that this Principle of denying a ſingle 
Member his Liberty of Communion accord- 
ing to his Light, is alſo a bar to. Religious 
Reformation : I conceive. none ſhould go 
about to hinder a ſingle Perſons removing 
from them for Conſcience-ſake any other 
ways, than by Arguments from the Scrip- 
tures for the Regularity of their Commu- 
nion ;, and if herein they cannot ſatisfie his 
Mind, I believe the Church ſhould do no 
more, then ( if they } x not to enter him in 
their Book departed from them, for the 
cauſe for which he leaveth them, for as 
mach as bis Principles are not oppoſite to 
any of their Eſſentials of Communion, And in 
Caſe they were, yet if he holdeth no Error in 
fandzmentals ro Salvation, it better ſuits 
with the Grace of Love and univerſal Cha- 
rity to one another, to let him peaceabl 
remove his Communion, than by a harſh 
and ſower Spirit, to widen the Differences 
that are between Saints and Saints, and to 
fright a weak and tender Conſcience with 
the Cenfure pf a Church ; which if it be not 
T5666 Chet ne hand yp +20g 


Objettions "Anſwered. 
according to Chriſts Inſtitutions, it is nei- 
ther bound in Heaven, nor ſhonld it be 
binding 00 our Confciences. But if a ſingle 
Member ſhould alter in his Faith or Pra- 
ice, from any of his Church Eſſentials of 
Communion, and yet ſeek to' continue in 
- the ſame Church, then to prevent the 
ſpreading of his Leaven to the Pollution of 
the Body, or their being defiled with his 
Errour by Participation in full Commnnion 
with him, they have ground on Non-repen- 
tance to withdraw. from him ; and if. he 
perfiſteth in ſuch an Errour, to purge him 
out from their Communion. Bat to con- 
clude: the aforeſaid ObjeCtion : What 
ſpiritual Comfort" can any have in Church- 

munion, where there is not an agree- 
ment in the Eſſentials thereof? doth not the 
ſweeteſt Communion depend on the great- 
eſt Union in Faith and Praftice ? why then 
ſhould any Chriſtians be kept in Bondage, 
and 'be deprived of the chiefeſt ends of 
Church-Communion, which are to glorifie 
Gad in the pureſt worſhip they can attain 
tothe Knowledge and Praftice of, and to 
enjoy the comfortable Communion of Saints 
in the Unity of Faith and of the Spirit 
which is Roc of _ - 

Secondly, preſent you with-a parti- 
cularinſtance of the confuſed Matter which 
 Balready Printed among us, in Mr." Keaches 
Book, no the Breach Repaired. + W 

Queries made v _ in my' Reply 

him, with ſome Additions to them. * 


yoo: 


Mr. Ben. Keaches Confuſed, | 
proceed therefore, I ſhall premiſe ſome par- 
ticular things in Mr. Keaches Gold R 
or Treatiſe of Baptiſm, Page 181, 182, 
where he ſaith thus, © Let me conclude all 
<« with one Uſe of Cantion to my. Brethren, 
<« that are Baptized as: Believers, and yet 
& take Liberty to walk in Communion with 
& ſach Churches as diſſent from them, in 
<« reſpect of tais Ordinance, and ſprinkle 
« Babes. I am more concerned about you 
« than any other People, becauſe you ſeem 
<« to pull down with one Hand that which 
<« you build with the other — ought you not 
<« to follow the beſt and higheſt Reforma- 
<« tion, and cleareſt diſcovery of God, and 
© to be in the moſt perfet and compleat 
© Order of the Goſpel;you areable to arrive 
<& to. the Knowledge of — is not Truth and 
<« Righteouſneſs to be joined with Peace and 
©« Love? Nay, and doth not my Love run 
« ont to our Brethreo, :in a cleaner Chan- 
© nel than yours. :;And in his Treatiſe 6 
ng 01 of Hands, Page gg. he hath th 

ords. © Can we comfortably have Com- 
* munion with ſuch that oppoſe a Holy O. 
© racle, or Command of God ? — Ovght 
© not: Commenion to flow from Chriſtian 
« Union, eſpecially in all fundamental Prin- 
<« ciples of Church-Conſtitution ? Ought 
« we not in theſe things to be agreed, be- 
* fore we'can in an orderly way fit down 
© together? 

But notwithſtanding Mr. Benjamin Keach 
thus refuſeth Communion with -thoſe that 


are 


_— Lean nd Fe er. WW .A a 


"—_— 


Principle of Communion. F 
'are not under Believers-Baptiſm, and lay- Ste ny Ep. 


' ing on of Hands, yet in his:general Epiſtle 9 99 Roy 


to his ( pretended ) Anſwer to my Appen- - = 


dix, Page 9. be ſaith; *©'We do not ſay p.uh re ; 


«our diſſatisfied Brethren ſhall ſing with us, paired, p. 

« or we will have no fellowſhip with them; 10, 0c. 

«No, God forbid we ſhould impoſe on 

« their Conſciences : We do not look up- 

«on Singing, &c. an Eſſential of Commu- ' 

©«nion ; it is not for the being, but for the 

« Comfort and well being of the Church. 

To which I there Reply to Mr. Xeach, _ 

Let me ak, you in your own Words, ſhould ket 
have a greater efieem for one than for ano- gc. *p,2. 

ther Inſtitution ? If it, be as you fay, that guiſted or 

your way of Sloging is a Goſpel-Ordinance, 774th is is 

for” the Praftice of the Church : 1s there *'i*itive 

any Church Ordinance of Divine Worſhip, _- 

that is not eſſential to her orderly being, 

as well as for her Comfort and well Being ? 

Who gave you-Power to diſpence with any 

one Ordinance more than others? And in / 

Page 13. of my Epiſtle, I farther tell Mr. | 

Keach, that there are divers things that I 

and others cannot reconcile ta the Word of 

God, and his-confuſed Principles of Com. 


- munion, ſome of which I offer to his Con- 


ſideration by way ef Query. 
1. Whether it be lawful for a Chriſtian 
to: withdraw (or remove )) his Communi- 


_ on at the Lords Table, from a Church that 


praQtiſeth any one Ordinance of Divine 
Worſhip, or of Church-Conſticution, - in a 


falſe Manner, to join with a. Church that ' 
is 


- 7 * 
x 
” 


Queries about Communion. 


is more pure ? And whether it is his Dutys 
if enlightned therein, ſo to do ? 

2. Whether there is any Liberty given 
in the Word of God, for a Chriſtian to 
have Communion with a Church that pra- 
&iſeth any one Ordinance of Goſpel-Wor: 
ſhip, or of Church- Conſtitution, in a falſe 
Manner, more than of any other ſuch Or: 
dinances ſo performed ? and if there be, 
which it is, or which they are, and where 
the allowance is given? - 

3. Whether thanking and praiſing of 
God, be 2s. much an Ordinance, and of as 
- . high a Nature, as Prayer to him? Uno f, 

4. Whether [the Mode of Singing ] the 
Praiſes of God, be alſo as much. an Ordi- 
nance, and of as high a Nature, as Prayer? 

.$- Why it is not as unlawful to have 
Communion with a Church that praQtiſeth 
Singing the Praiſes of God in a falſe Man- 
ner, as with .a Church that - performeth 
Prayer in a falſe Manner ? 

6.Sceing you have made a Common Praiſe- 
Book (ſol call it ) wherein you ſay is con- 
tained ſome hundred of Sacred Hymns,out of 
which as I hear,is ſomerimes read and ſang an 
Hymn in your Congregation for publick | 
Worſhip: So if another Miniſtring Brother 
of your own or of another Cungregation, 
in-fall Communion with you at-the Lords 
Table, ſhould alſo make preſtinted ſet Forms 
of Prayer,and read them, or fay them in the 
Church for publick Worſhip 3 4; Query, 

Whether you would nevertheleſs hold and ' 
= conti- 


I 


band 


> bo. IM Me: x 


A 
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© continue your full Communion with ſuch a 
© Perſon or Church as ſo uſeth ſuch humane 
 preſtinted Forms of Prayer i 


7. Whether it be not a worſhipping of 


- God in a falſe Manner, and ſo unlawful, and 


a Sin for any of our Brethren alone by them- 
ſelves, to pray in theix own or anothers ſet 
humane preſtinted form of Words, and if 
it can be proved againſt him, that he v- 
ſeth ſuch private Prayers; Whether the 
Chorch ſhould ſtill hold their fol] Communi- 
on with him, without Repentance for it ? 

8. Whether it be not unlawful for any of 
our Charches to hold full] Communion with 
a Brother at the Lords Table, who ſome--. 
times uſeth to pray with another different 
People, in a falſe Manner, in a ſet humane - 
preſtinted. form of Words; and if this 
be unlawful, whether it is not equally un- 
lawful for a Church to hold ſuch Communion 
with a Brother, who tho' he cannot praCtice 
Singing thePraiſes of God in as falſeaManner 
in his own Church, yet he ſometimes as falſe- 
ly ſingeth in other Congregations ? ; 

9. Whether [ the Mode of Singing }] an 
Hymn isa piece of Worſhip, Eſſentialto the 


 Regularand Compleat Adminiſtration of the 


Lords Supper ? If our Singers deny this, why 

do ſo many of them make ſuch a ſtir about 5**the Re 
it, and commend that praftice of Singing, py — 
as they boldly ſay, from the Example of i0>pag % 


Chriſt and his Diſciples; asa perfe&t Pattern 4o,z41, 45, 


4 2nd Rule for us to follow? And if they be- 47,49: 
lieve in their Conſciences, that [ the Mode 
" 


of 


feb. 13. 
hn i 


22, 
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I Thel. | 
” continue your 'AﬀeCtions, and abound in 


Queries about Communion. 


of Stnging ] an Hymn is ſo Eſſential to that | 


Ordinance ; How can any of thoſe Goſpel, 
Miniſters, as I have heard ſay, admioiſter 
the Lords Supper without it, and contrary 
to the Light of their own Conſciences di. 
ſpenſe with that which belongs, a5-they be- 
ieve, to Chriſts Ordinance, as if they chooſe 
to pleaſe Men rather than God in his Wor: 


ſhip ? 
' have added the more Queties, becauſe | 


ſuch ſtating,of the matter divers ways, wil 
lay a greater Neceſſity on any who may pre- 
tend to anſwer them, either to diſcover the 
Diſcord and Confuſion of their Principles of 
Communion, and the natural tendency of 
them, or to unmaſque the farther deſigns of 


. thoſe that are apoltatizing from the true 


Worſhip of God. | | 
Tiiraly, | ſhall here humbly preſent my Ad- 
vice toſome of our Biptized Charches, Aud 
1. To thoſe whole fixed Paſtours and Mi- 
niſters differ from their Churches in ſome 
Principles, Eſſential either to the true Man- 
nerof praiſing God in publick Worſhip, or 
to the Regular Conſtitution of a Goſpel- 
Church, my humble Advice to.you, is. That 
notwithſtanding, if they rightly adminiſter 
all Goſpel-Ordinances,according to the Prin 
Ciples of their Churches, for the preſent ne- 
ceſſity, you continue as you are: And as 
their Office is to watch over you in the 
Lord, ſo your Duty is to obey them ſo far 
as they rule by the Laws of Chriſt; and to 


Loye 


—_ —_—_— 
= : 
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Humble Advite, &c. 


if they put fach different and erroneous; 


* Principles: in praftice, and thereby inter»-. 
- raptthe pure Communion of their Churches, 
- contrary to their Faith and-ſettled. Order, 


or go about to-diſturb yoor Peace with any! 
of them; then as ye are bougd to follow 
your Paſtours and Miniſters, only ſo far as 


| 49 
| Love to them and all the Saints. But yet 


they are followers of Chriſt :and bis Ap6-'1 Cor. tt. 


Mes, ſoritis your Duty to uſe all Diligence!?:. 


ts preſerve the Peace and right Conſtitutt» 
on of yonr :Churches agataſt their Innovati-: 
ons 3 anid rather than to have: your Cominus! 
nion corrupted by them, you are to: part) 


with them and all things elfe, tho? never.ſo' 


near and dear tor you. | " 
2. To thoſe Churches which are deſtitnte 


' ofa ſettled-Paſtour : Iſhalt offer this to-your 


ſerious Conſideration, That it isa weak lma- 
gination- to-think that honeſt and fincete' 
hearted! Miniſters, tho' naturally of a mild: 
and. peaceable Temper, will not labour to: 
promote the —— of thoſe things in their 
Ghorches; whickrthey believe to be che Will 
of God, for. if they are faithful Men they: 
will- do/ ic/-in' Obedience ..to.Chriſts' Cams 


miſſion; wherein they are requited to reacly Marhe 28; 


all Nations-whatſoever he hath commanded ? 


them. '. And ;therefore if. yow:expett chat 
ſuch a Miniſter as- yon deſign to- call to: ſets 


_ Qlewith yon;; will. not forthe ſake of ſottie 
_ Inthe Charch atio-differ fram -bim, declare 


and promote: according to: bis\ Conſcieticey 


the: pradtice' of all/ things' which God re 


D 2 quires 


3.17: 


zo 


> that are ſtill for their former Settlement, 
'- - may fall iintoa Labyrinth of Troubles; and 


ts his Church, or any thingelſe he takes in 


_-*Ntopr as differs in his Principles from it, in 
' any Eſſentialsof a Regular Charch. viz. Et 


' his Principles ( it bcing; irrational to con- 


they will then find that his differing Princi-- 


It is too late to recover the Truth and Purity 


| Humble Advice to 
quires, you have equal- Reafon- to ex. 

that for the ſake of thoſe Perſons, he 
will not be faithful to his Principles ;/ and 
then how can 'any-think he will be faithful 


hand, any farther than it ſuits with his pri- 
vate intereſt; ſo:that whatever Love, Peace 
and Union, a Church may propoſe to them- 
ſelves, under the "care of ſuch a: fixed Pg- 


ther in DoCtrinals co Salvation; Practicals in- 
Divioe Worſhip, or in Adminiſtrations of- 
Goſpel-Ordinances, \ſuch a Church :does on- 
ly-delade themſelves with an ExpeCtation of 
that which they lay a Foundation to: de-: 
ſtroy ; for if ſuch a P-ſtour be faithful -to } 


ceive that a:whole Church will be for alter- 
ing their former Settlement of Communion) 


les will breed Diviſion among them, and. 
o deſtroy the bond of Peace and. Love,/ 
which they promiſed to themſelves from 
the peaceable -Temper of ſuch a Paſtour : 
And inſtead thereof, thoſe feithful Members [ 


ifthey are the ſmaller part of :the Church, 
the. others: wil be apt to count them the 
difturbers of its Peace; and perhaps when 


of-Goſpel-Worſhip and Communion that 
was once among them, they will:-mourn _ 
S er 


*, —” a CS 0 


_ Jet aboye-all things Jon-enght to be faith- 
3 


ſome Baptized Churches. 


der their. Troubles and. Temptations, arid 
for their weakneſs in chooſing or accepting 
of ſuch # Paſtour, as thereby to. betray the 
\Truſt committed to them by Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſo far asto looſe of thoſe things he hath 
. wrought among them, . inſomuch as reſpeQ- 
ing their publick Truſt of the Goſpel, as ? J9n 8. 
Members of a . viſible Church of Chriſt, 
they will come ſo ſhort of holding faſt that 


' which they have received, that no Man go, 4.15, 


take their Crown, as that they cannot give 

ſo good an account of their Stewardſhip, as 

that evil Servant did, who rendred again LY 

what he had received of his Lord. ® + 39 
Therefore knowing the aptneſs of many 

People to follow others Examples, from 

their AﬀeQtions to them, more than from the 

real Judgment and Underſtanding they have 

of their Principles; and conſidering the ex- 

perience ſore have had of the reſtleſs en» 

deavours of theic Miniſters, to leaven their 

Churches with thoſe Principles wherein they 

differ from them ; and the Obligation of 

Conſcience they are under, according to 

their Light, to declare the whole Counſel ,, ,. 

of God to the People under their care; 1 26, 29. 

conclude it highly concerns thoſe Churches 

that have yet their choice to make forthe 

Miniſtration of Goſpel-Ordinances, to ſeek 

for ſuch Perfons as are one with them in 

the Unity of the Faitb,. and/-of the Know- 


ledge of Goſpel-Inſtitutions.. For whatſo- 


ever AﬀeQtions you may have to any Perſon, 
ful 


Humble Advice to 


ful to the Truth, as ye have received it in 
yourConſciences,and not by any means tobe | 
led aſide to betray-the Parity of-the Goſpel 
committed to your Truſt, ſo far as to put - 
itinto the Power of any on to: be conti- 
nually working {( perhaps while you and ©4- 
thers are lulPd aſleep 1n the pretended Bod 


of Charity ) the overthrow and confaſion 


of any eſſeatial part of the Religion you 
profeſs. Beſides, a Paſtour ſhould be qua- 
lified, according t@ the Word of God, 
which ſaith, 4 Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, a 


' the Steward of God -—— bolding faſt the faith 
ful Word, as he hath been taught, that be may 


be able by ſound Dottrine, both to exhort and 
convince the gain-ſayers, For there are many 
nuruly, and vain-talkers, and-Decetvers, eſpe- 
cially they of. the Circumciſion : Whoſe Months 
ruſt be ſicepped. Now conlider, 'that one 
great qualification of an Elder, is to be able 
to ſtop the Mouths of Gain-ſayers. - And 
therefore none who differ from'their Church 
in any eſſential Principles of her Communi- 
on, are fit. for the Office of an Elder in it, 


_ for ſach a one in the Matters of difference, 
. ts priacipled rather to gain-ſay the Church, 


than other Perſons that oppoſe the Faith or 
PraCtice of it. | 
- -Moreover the Zeal of others, which are 
for the comtnon way of Singing; ſhould pre- 
yoke us to promote the pure Iatereſt of Chriſt 
aniong our Churches, for they have uſed 6i- 
ligence: to improve' the Benefit 'of the pub- 
lick. Fund, for Learning of ſuch young ws 
: | - thren 


© Prayer for — for if Natore 
, 4 


ſome Baptized Charches. 
thten the Knowledge of the Tongues, the 


better to fit them for the Gaſpel-Miniftry ; 


who have ſucked in that apoſtatizing'Prin- 

ciple of Singing, and I have been told that 
ſome of them have gone'to Schoot zo learn 
it by Art in and about Briffo/, or the We- 
ſtern parts of this Land, and if I amt not 


 miſinformed, there were eight in number 


for common ſet form ſinging, two of which 
were advanced by more O_ means, 
then the publick Fund; a 


* Man but has need to learn; and be inftru- 


Uſed to —_— as he onght — eſpecially 
P 


« when he fpeaks about Divine Things. —- 
* Alſo there is an Art in preaching; and all 
«* zonng Men when they begin to take upon 
* them that work, need Inſtrufion how to 
© handle a DoCtrine. And (faith he) ſo 
*[ may ſay in Praying too.* So that. we 
ſee, how naturally the Art of ſinging, which 
he's there pleading for, does draw'Men in 
to plead for an Art in Praying too. And as 


I have ſaid in my Reply to him, is not this S'" m _ 
a forward ſtep ( for him or others that may =_ Page 


(if the Lord of his Mercy' does not” pre: * 
vent ). hereafter” build upon this Foundati- 
on, ) to bring into uſe a-preſtinted'Form! of 


and 


Mr. Keach has See bis 

' pleaded fo much for Art in Divine Worſhip, Book inti- 
that if the Spirit of the Lord does not lift ap #4, - the 
a ſpiritual ſtandard againſt it, we may fear Breach 
the increaſe of Artificial Wotſhip in our | 
Churches; for he faith, ** There 1s I muſt gip, page 
«tell yoo, an Art in ſpeaking; and no 183, 184. 


Humble Advice to 


and Grace may..and ought to be improved 
by Art, to expreſs the Matter of our Pray. 
ers. to God ; what Art can he mean, or can 
' any others think is beſt for Prayer, than to 
uſe an Artificial Form of Words? I menti- 
on. theſe things to ſhew the danger that we , 
are in of looling the true ſpiritual Worſhip . 
of God, by the apoſtatizing of ſome in-onr 
Profeſſion to the Errour.of preftinted Forms 
of Singing. And if. we do not incourage 
Tſach' gracious Brethren, as may be found 
among us better. principled ( whether with 
or without the Knowldge of other Tongues) 
to improve their Gifts, which through the 
Bleſſing. of God may be fit for the pub- 
lick Service of our Churches, many of theny 
are like to crumble away for want of Mini- 
ſters ſuitable to their Principles; and thoſe 
others, which have been advanced to the 
Miniſtry by the publick Fund, will have the 
greater .opportuaity througn the neceſſities 
of our Churches to infelt our Profeſſion 
with their Error of common ſet form Sing- 
ing; ( and I fear with mixed Communion 
too, which feem like twins to go hand in 
hand- together. ) As for their { Mode ] of 
of Singing, - I haye largely ſhewed, that 
which was never anſwered by any of them, 
and plainly proved in my Reply to Mr, 
Benjamin Keaches Book of Singing, Intitled 


'©* the Breach, Repaired, &c. That we have no 


Command por. Example, neither under the 
Law, nor. under che Gotpel for the  Mi- 
Bilters, and all the People: co-fing with " 
Fs nite 


58 ſome Baptized Churches. 
- nited Voices together in the ſettled worſhip 
- of God in his Church. And. that his com- 


- mon way of Singing, is not that Mode of 
ſpiritual ſinging which was uſed in the A- 


les time, nor is it the natural, but an 
Artificial Mode of Worſhip: And alio that 
we have not the leaſt ground to conclude, 
that Chriſt and bis Diſciples at or after the 
Lords Supper did ſing the Hymn or Praiſe, 
which they gave to God, for thoſe Texts, 
Math.26.30. Mark, 14.26. and As 16, 25. 
are not rightly tranſlated in our laſt Bibles, 
which are witnefled againſt by many of our 
old Engliſh Bibles, and many learned Au- 
thours, as I have abundantly ſhewed in my a- 
foreſaid Reply to Mr. Keach. But to re- 
turn. ' It is therefore bigh time for all 'that 
have any Love for the Truth and Purity of 
Goſpel-worſhip, to awake out of ſleep; for 
the neceſſities of many Churches call upon 
us earneſtly to ſeek the Lord by Humilia- 
tions, Faſtings and Prayers; that he would 
graciouſly raiſe up Miniſters, not only ſound 
in the Faith, but in all their Principles of 
Divine Worſhip, in the Spirit of Love and 
Meckneſs. *Amd tho' we may find ſome of 
our Miniſters, and other Brethren, that are 
for the new Modelling of our Churches with 
their formal Worſhip, and mixed Commu- 
nion to.decline this Work with vs, by Rea- 
ſon their different Principles cannot join 
with our particular Requeſts relating there- 
unto; yet this ſhould in no wiſe hinder. our 
People from flocking together, and crying 
— fervent- 


56 Humble Advice, &C. 


If2.44-3t0 fervently tb the Lord-for the pourings forth 
Ch. of the Holy Spirit (according to his promiſe) 
— Teſtimon ainſt all y 
Rel4.rr, to bear a lively Te y 3g uN- 
12,13. Tighteouſneſs and falfe worſhip, and to give 
. Ta. 59, 19, Us Paſtoars according to his heart, which 
20, 21. ſhall feed his People with Knowledg and 
Jer. 3. 15. Underſtanding,cven ſuch as ſhall v-orſbip him 
in Spirit and Fruth, without any mixtare 
of. hamane Forms and meer Inventions of 
men. For if inſtead of ſonnd Elders we 
ſhould have only thoſe for the publick ſer- 
vice of God that are for a piece of fatſe wor. 
ſhip and mixed communion, what elſe can 
be expetted from new Converts and - thoſe 
who joyn themſelves to onr Churches, bat 
that throogh Love and Aﬀecttions to their 
Miniſters they will ſuck in their Erroneons 
Principles, 2s ſad Experience hath ſhewed, 
and fo in rime will overturn the former or- 
— der and ſettlement of our Churches, and put 
back that blefſed Reformation which God 
has wronght among us, and which many pre- 
cious Saints have ſaffered for, that the Puri- 
ty of the Goſpel (which ſome are now betray- 
ing) might be handed down to future ages. 
Fourthly, 1 ſhall leave a few*things to the 
ſerious conſideration of thoſe wha have re- 
ceived the manifeſtation of rhe ſpecial Grace 
of God in Chriſt to their ſouls, through faith 
which worketh by love, and yet are walk- 
ing at large in negleC&t of his holy Ordinan- 
ces, as if they / were left to Chriſtians liber- 
ty to obey or rejet them-2t-their pleaſures. 
Let me ask a fow' Queſtions'for' thee _ 
wer 


To Standers off, &Cc. 


' {yer in thine own Conſcience, which ſhall 
' either accuſe or elſe excuſe thee in the day 


when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of men 
'by Jeſas Chriſt, according to the Goſpel. 
Why art, thou partial in Gods laws or in 
Chriſts inſtitutions, ſo as to pick and chooſe 


which of them thon wilt obey ? Remember, 


David faith, Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, when 
] have reſpett unto all thy Commandments. Wilt 
thon partake of the Benefir of the publick 
Prayers of the Saints,and of the Miniſtration 
ofthe Goſpel of Chriſt in bis Churck, and not 

t to thy helping hand to ſupport .it in the 
World, and to convey it down' to future 
ages? what had became of thy precious ſoul, 
and. many thouſands more, if our late Re- 
formers had bin of thy Mind ? how ſhould 
the true worſhip of God have bin maintain- 
ed, and how little preaching ſhould we have 
in our preſent day, if Chriſtians did not im- 
body themſelves into Societies to encourage 
the Goſpel Miniftters? for where can their 


1ight beſt appear if not on a Goſpel Candle- 


ſtick ? No marvel; Soul, if thon haſt not 
peace of Conſcience and ſtrength of Grace 
againſt the power of Sins and Temprations,if 
thAfeet are not found in the ways of Chriſt, 
whoſe ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and all 


bis paths are peace and ſtrength to the up- 


right. There God has ſaid he meets his 


- people that remember him in his ways, and 


Chriſt has much intaiſed bis gracious pre- 
fence on the faithful obedience of his Saints. 
He that hath my Commandments, and keepeth 


them 


S7 


Rom. 2. 
I 5, 16, 


Mal. 2. 9. 


Pſal. 849, 
6, 


Prov.3.17. 
Ch. 10.29. 
Ifa. 64. 5. 


Joh. r4.21, * 


John 1.16. 


.To Standers-off 


them, hs it is that loverh we : And he that ty. 
veth me ſhall be loved of my Father, and ] mill 
love him, and will manifeſt my ſelf to him. — If 
a max love me, he will gep my words : And my 
Father will love him ; and we will come uno 
him, and make our abode with him, And 
therefore the more obedient a Sonl is, the 
more of Chriſts fulneſs he ſhall receive, and 
Grace for Grace. | | 
But 2. If thou ſtandeſt off from Church- 
Communion, becauſe thou thinkeſt thy {elf 
unworthy of it, or nameet for it, or till 
tho haſt a ſpecial inſpiration to thruſt thee 
forth in thy duty ; my Anſwer is, that in 
this inare | was iotangled my ſelf for di- 


| vers years, bur at laſt I was ſatisfied in 


my Conſcience ; thet ſeeing I had true ſa- 
ving Faith and Light in Goſpel Ordinances, 
my perſonal unworthineſs through the in- 
firmity of Nature was no ſufficient Ground 
for we to neglect the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, 
and that I could not rationally expect any 
extraordinary motions to do'that which the 
Word of God did plainly expreſs to be my 
Duty. Beſides, for Chriſtians to wait for 
a more than ordinary impulſe of Spirit, to 
thruſt them forth in their Duty, when clearly 
exprelt in the Holy Scriptures,is thro? weak- 
neſs of Faith, a Tempting God to confirm 
his written Will by exiraordinary Inſpira- 
tion, which is a Sin; Math. 4. 7. 
Moreover, I ſhall farther remove this ob- 
jeftion from 1. Cor. 1 5.27, Whoſoever ſhall eat 


"this Bread, and drink,this Cup of the Lord un- 


worthily, 


from Church.Communibg. 


_ 


worthily, ſhall be guilty of the Body and Blood | 
the Lord. This unworthineſs cannot re- 
jpe our naturatiofirmities,for then the beſt 

' of men- would be excluded from that Ordi- 
nance 3 but the voworthineſs there mentio- 2, 

| tedis deſcribed co. us in.the ſame Chapter ,, 21,22,, 
to be, Diviſions and Drunkenefs, 'and fſach 33. 

like Diſorders a+ ſhould not be ſuffered in _ 

a Goſpel-Chnrch, or that ſhew they de- 

ſpiſs the Chareh of God. And therefore 

Chriſtians haviog light in Golpel Ordinan- 

ces, tho? they are but weak 1h Faith and 

Babes in Chrift, and have not yet attained- 

withe Faith of Aſarance of their EleCtion, 2 Pet. r- 

or to the clear witneſſings of the Spirit of '*: 

God with- their Spirits, that-they -are the NAom-3.16- 

| Children of God, yet having the true Faith 

of cleaving to Chriſt with fult- purpoſe of 

| heart, and of reliance on his death and 'me- 
rits for Salvation and eternal life; thoſe have 

aright-to full Communion with'the Church, 

a the Lords T able and we are bound to re- 


| ceive- them, but not to doubtful Diſputati- Ay 
ons : But. 
If thou art one within the viſible pale of VL 


* the Church, and'fach a wonderful and hor- 
'rible thing is therein,or ſhall happen, as was, 
in-Jfracl, tho' in a different manner, the 
Prophers propheſied falfly, and the Prieſts Jere. 5.31- 
bear Role by their means, and the people | 
loved to have ic ſo.-' As the Lord ſaid to- - © 
them, ſo will I ſay to._thee, if then'thou art 
of-their- Spirit, what wilt thou do in the 
ad thereof, when-the Lord ſhall viſit w 

; thele 


. Of. Goas diſpleaſure k 
theſe things? canſt thow bear, yea like'an& | 
plead. ,for. an Alteration .m thy Church», 
Coaſtitution, or ia. Gods worſhip, becauſe. | 
thy. Paſtour will-have it ſo. Take heed kf 
thou giveſt ground to ſay of thee as it was 
If. 3-12. ſaid to Iſrael + O my People, they which \lead 
Ch. 9: t6. thee, cauſe thee to, err, and deſtroy the way of 
thy paths. — and they that are led of them are; | 

| I Cor. 10. deftroyed.. Brethren, beware leſt ye provoke, 
22. the Lord to Jealouſy ! are ye ſtronger than 
Deut. 12. he? hath he.got. ſaid , what things ſoever 
. 32+ I command you, obſerve to do it ? Thoy, 
* ſhalt not-add thereto, - nor diminiſfrom it; 

And: have we-not divers. inſtances of his ſore 
Diſpleafure for breaking his Rule of Wor- 

Lev. 7. ty ſhip, as-in Nadab' and Abibu, who for offe- 
w19- ring of range fire, died before the Lord? |} 
And might not ſome have thought it a ſmall 

matter to have.caten of the Peace or Thank-' 

offering after the firſt day, or of the Vow- 

offering, if.any of it had been left on the 

third day; but we lee how great an offence 

it was; to make ſo ſmall an Addition to: Gods 
Ordinance, as that it ſhould not be accept« 

cg,. neither ſhould:itbe imputed to him-that 

offered. it: It. ſhould: be an. Abominationy | 

and. that ſoul: ſhould. bear his iniquityi- 

| Moreover, we read: how the Lord' impte; 

above fifty thouſand of the men of Beehrſbe- 

meſh tor but; looking) into his! Ark,;and how! 

z Sam 6.6. Vzxzab loſt. his life for touching the Ark of! 
1 Sam, 6, God,, becauſe they ſought himino after the; 
_ - due;manner.; And how|Uzzi4h the Kingifon 
15, _ medling with Gods Ordinance, a | 


againſt irregular Ser vide. 


vealed Wi, was ſmote with leproſy unto 13: 
- bis dying Day- And Chriſt tells ns, that in Mar. 5 9+ 


'- vain they do worſhip him teaching for Do- 
Arines the Commandments of Men. There- 


* incenſe before the Lord, contrary to his re- 1 Chr. 15. 


fore to the Law and to the Teftimony If thty 16a. 8. 20. 


ſptak not according to this Word, it is becauſe 


there 1s np light in them, and let us keep the [oh. 4. 24- 


Commandments of God and wor ſhip him. in 


Spirit and in Truth, for Godlineſs is profita- 1 Tim. 8. 


ble unto all things, having promiſe of the 
Life that now is, and of that which is to 
come, 


Poſticri pt. 


j hor I had penned the preceeding Trea- 
tiſe, meeting with ſome other Motives, 
| thought it neceflary to add a brief Dif- 
courſe on two particular Cafes: The Firft to 
ſhew, that itis the Duty of Goſpel-Minilters 
and al] true Believers, in Order to Charch- 
Communion, to ſubject themſelves to the Or- 
dinance of Water- Baptiſm. The Secondis a- 
gainſt Exceſs in Apparel. And Firſt, I ſhall 
premiſe ſome few things that are worth our 
Obſervation which I find in Mr.'Wiliam Kif- 
fins Book, Intitled A Sober Diſcourſe of Right 
to Church-Communion : Where in his Epile 
he ſaith,** The ſence I have of my own weak- 
*-nefs and inability,wonld have been a Bar to 
* me to appear in this publick way, did mo 

ee 


No Church-Communios ' 


, © ſee n+ neceſſity lying apon me for the 

*© Traths ſake, and the ſakes of many, by" | 
- © reaſon of ſome.that have lately rifen upto . 
&« weaken, if not make void that great Ordi- 
* nance of Baptiſm, by endeavouring to 
- ** maintain, that all Perſons that believe, 
&* altho' they never did, nor do pradice the 
© fame, .may partake of the Ordinance of 
© the Lords Snpper, and all other Goſpel 
© inſtituted Duties: A Notion, not only 
©« contrary to the primitive Pattern, but the 
© conſtant Praftice of all that ever profeſſed 
©« the Chriſtian Religion, or that own the 
« Scriptures to be the Rule of Faith and Pra- 
« ice. And ſpeaking ſomewhat of the 


like nature in p. 3. he alfo ſaith, **. We ſhall *þ 


<< therefore direct this Diſcourſe-to our diſ- 
« ſenting Brethren, of the baptized way on: 
«ly. And inpager3, 14. he argueth,: ſay- 
ing, ** If unbaptized Perſons may be admit- 
© ted to all Church Priviledges, does not- 
«* ſach a PraQtice plainly ſuppoſe that it- is 
« unneceſlary ? — The Baptiſts ( if once 
*«< ſach a Belief prevails) would be eaſily 
« tempted to lay aſide that reproachful Pra- 
« (tice. — And challenge their Church-Com- 
© munion by Vertue of their Faith owly 
<« and ſuch as baptize Infants woold be ſatis- 
© fied to diſcontinue the PraCftice, when 
© once they. are perſwaded, that their: 
& Children may be regular Church-members 
* without-it z — and by. conſequence be. in * 
<© 2-likely condition to looſe one of the Sa- 
* craments, which would ealily make -_ 

or 


CY %#% SD co=1<c.0 WH c—_—_ EI) »—= WW Rd LL — 


a 


ff 


yz = CY wa TT v 
0 


= 2 © WI & 0 wh 


| 


without VV ater Bapti/ms. 63 

* #Þor the loſs of the other, both having an 

*equal ſanction in Scripture; and the Ar- 

| © paments that diſanul the one,/ will deſtroy 
©rhe other; and conſequently all Ordinan- 
Ges, and Modes of Worſhip,and laſtly, Re- 
«*jigion it ſelf. © And inpage 118. In anſwer 
toan ObjeCtion, he ſaich, ** This ObjeCtion 
« ſappoſes ' things very dangerous. Asy 
*that holineſs without Baptiſm inveſts a 
«right to other Ghurch-Ordinances, which 
«is not to be ſuppoſed, for Chriſt the 

 *Lzmb of God was holy in the higheſt de- 

. Cpree, and in him was found no fin; yet” 
"he was baptized before he entred vpon his 
s publick Miniſtry, which 1s 4 molt 11luitri- 


3 © ovs Example, and the Pattern which the 


« $zings followed; for in a word, the great 

«Apoſtle Paut and all thoſe primitive Saints 
*recorded by the Spirit tobe Believers, and 
* therefore holy ; were nevertheleſs Bapti- 
'*zed; which might have been forborn, but 

* that ir was an indiſpenfab!e Duty. 

And Serondly, Ic ſeemeth ſtrange to mie; . 

that any' profefſing Obedience to Goſpel-Or- 


Þ dinances ſhould 10 far countenance others 


I the negle&t of a poſitive laſticution of 

Chriſt,: as to plead for Chntch-Communion 
vichChriſtians, without Baptiſm, when our 

Lord hath plaiuly commanded his Apoſtles 

and Miniſters to the end of the World ſay- 

ig; Go ye therefore arid teach all Nations, Marh. 28; 
prieing them, -— teaching. them to obſerve all 19, 20, 
Wy whatſoever T have commanded you : And 

"Tam with you alway even unto the cid of the 

. E Warta; 
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World.” For ſeeing the Diſciples of. Chriſt 
were commanded to Baprize as well as to 
Preach, and to teach others ſucceſlively todo 
the ſame, It is undeniably clear, if Scripture 
and Reaſon may take Place, that the Goſpel 
Miniſters ought to Baptize thoſe that obey 
__ *. 35 their DoCtrine z as Perer ſaid, Repent, and 
wm be baptized every one of you —then they that 
gladly recerved bis Word, were Baptized; and 
the ſame day there were agded unto them 4- 
bont three thouſand Souls, And they conting- 
ed ſiedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Dottrine and Fellow. 
ſhip, -and 1m breaking of Bread, and in Prayer, 
Here we find thoſe new Converts were com- 


manded every of one them to be Baptized,and | 


this way they were added to the Primitive 
Church of Chriſt at Jer#ſalem ; which was 
the Pattern for all Goſpel-Churches to fol. 
low in after Ages. For there were 'the 
twelve Apoltles, who were endowed with 
the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
to ſhew us the perfet pattern of Gods 
Houſe: And this was the Church that ſaid, 
ARS TS. It ſeemeth good tot he Holy Ghoſt,” and to ws, 
22, 28. 
t0 lay upon you 10 greater Burthen then theſe ne 
ceſſarythings;, and from this Pattern ( given 
as it were in the Mount of God ) we find 
Baptiſm was commanded as the entring Or. 
dinance into Church Communion, or upon 
Confeſſion of Faith before it ; for baptized 
Believers ( tho' the true vilible, matter of 
a Goſpel-Church ) were not always imme 
diately formed into a Goſpel-Church. Or- 


der, for this was ſometimes a work of time, 
| 2 


_ 
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without VVater Baptiſm. By 
# we have an Inſtance, how Pax! baptized 
the twelve Diſciples at Epheſus, and went 


| into the Synagogue, and ipake boldly for A8s 19.14 


the ſpace of three \Months, before he ſepa- 9 29: 

rated the Diſciples from the Multitude. 
Moreover; .we have feveral other Pre- 

cepts and Examples, that do confirm the 

Ordinance of Baptiſm, immediately to fol- 

tow Converlion and Faith ih Chriſt: As aas8. 35; 

when Philip Preached nnto the. Eunuch, ad to 39. 

he believed, he was immediately Baptized, 

And when Cornelius and his Friends were 3310-445 

Converted, Peter commanded them to be - 16.04 

Baptized : And ſo we find Lydia and her 1, 32.33: 


; Houſhold, and the Jaylor and bis Houſhold Ch. 18. 8 


were Baptized, immediately after their Con- 

verſion. And all theſe inſtances plainly 

ſhew, that Water- Baptiſm was adminiſtred 

to Converted Belizvers, before they were 

in Church-Order to receive the Ordinance 

of the Lords Supper ; and 'ris called a put- 

ting on Chriſt, viz. by a viſible Profeſſion.z 

and ſignifieth our dying unto Sir, and living Gal. z- 29; 
in newneſs of Life unto God : As alſo our Col. 2. 12. 
being born of the Spitit.; arid all theſe de- _ 6. 3, 
note Baptiſm ro be the firſt viſible Sign of Jak. 3.96 
a Believer in Chriſt, and it" is appointed 'to Mark 16, 
accompany the Preaching of the Goſpel, as 15, 16. 
a Chriſtian Badge on alt that ſhall believe. 

And it was called a Foundation-Ptinciple, 

viz. of a viſible Chorch-ſtate, che. matter ag. 2.48, 
whereof was, and {till ſhonſd be baptized 41. 
Believers. - And there being not the leaſt jn- Ch 8. 12- 
ſtance in the New Teſtarment, of — Ah. 
| E 2 er 


" 66 Objettions Anſwered againſt no Charch 


Perſon that was ever added to a Goſpel. 
Church without Water-Baptiſm, nor that 
any Goſpel-Church was ever gathered, but 
of baptized Believers; ta exclude it as no 
entring Ordinance into Church-Communion, 
againſt ſo many clear Commands and Exam- 
les on Sacred -Record ; which ſhews it is 
immediately to follow believing in Chriſt, 
will lay a Foundation to deny all Goſpe]- 
Ordinances, and the Holy Scriptures them- 
ſelves to be of uſe to us, to diſcover the 
 Trath of Goſpel-Worſhip and Obedi- 
Ence. 
E. .Objeft. Is from Rom, 14. 1. Him that 
weak in the Fatth receive you. *© 
Anſwer, Tothis Scripture Mr, Wl. Kif-. 
fin .in his aforeſaid Sober Diſcourſe, ſaith, 
*© The weakneſs ſpoken of in the. Text, 
* hath Relztion only to thoſe Miſtakes 
*© that. did attend ſome of them, touchinga 
* Liberty.of eating, or not eating of Meats, 
© or the keeping or not keeping of Days, 
* which were things in themſelves of an in- 
©* different, Nature, the doing or not doing 


_.-- * of which was not Sin, as the Apoſtle in 


that Chapter plainly ſhews; and hath no 
*Relation to the Order of Worſhip preſcri- 
*'bed by Chriſt, much leſs to the Prattice, 
' © or not Praftice of Ordinances, for then 
*© the meaning of the Apoſtle ſhould be,if they 
« did Practice, or nat Practice, it was all 
_ © one, there was. no Sin in the Matter. — 

< But to bring this Text, to prove a law- 
* fulneſs of receiving any that are Chriſti- 


- thus, that the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Gentiles 
E 3 


Communion without VV ater Baptiſm. 


'* ans, altho' never ſo ignorant of the Ordi- 


*nances, and inſtituted Worſhip of Chrilk, 
« 2nd the Order 'preſcribed by him, is to 
© wring Blood ont of it, and not that pre- 
«cions Truth that is manifeſted by it. 

W. Objett. Is from « Cor. 12. 13. For by_ 


one Spitit are we all Baptized into one Body, * 


whether we be Femws or Gentiles, whether we be 
Bond or Free, and have been all made to drink, 
into one Spirit, Here is (ſay ſome) a Bapr 
tiſm mentioned, by which they are brought, 


or initiated into this Body, viz. the Church; Ver. 28, 


but ſay they, it is the Baptiſm of the Spirit, 
and not of Water. 

Anſwer, That which Is called the Baptiſm 
of the Holy Ghoſt, were thoſe extraordina- 
ry Gifts .of the Holy Spirit which Chriſt 
bad promiſed his Diſciples they ſhould re- 
ceive not many days hence, and was fulfil- 


led on the day of Pentecoſt, and given to aas ro. 
others afterwards. And we no where find 4445, 46 


the common Gifts and Graces of the Holy 
Spirit, called Baptiſm : And therefore this 
Baptiſm in the Text ( having ſame Relati- 
on to theſe excellent Gifts, as appears in 
the preceeding Verſes) it muſt be underſtood 
either only of thoſe extraordinary Gifts: of 


- the Spiric in the Miniſtry, whereby the Pri- - 


mitive Goſpel Miniſters were qualified, to 
break down the middle Wall' of Partition, 
and unite all, both Fews and-Gertiles, Bond 
and Free, that were Effetually called, into 
one Body or viſible Church-ſtate ; or rather 


with, 


68 Objettions Anſwered againſt no Church 


with himſelf, and other Jews, -that through 
the extraordinary Miniſtratioa of the Spiric* 
were baptized with Water-Baptiſm into one 
Body. For: ſeeing. it cannot rationally be 
Tuppoſed, that thoſe of the Church of Cs 
rinth to whom the Apoſtle could not ſpeak 
z Cor. 3.1, 4s wnto Spiritual, but 45 unto Carnal, even as 
2, ato Babes in Chrift ; Or that-every individu- 
, al Believer included in the Text, was Bap. 
tized [ with ] the Spirit, bar. as, its ſaid 
[by] the Spiric, as the efficieat cauie. It 
. then follows. that the Baptiſm in-the Text, 
' muſt be taken for Water- Baptiſm ; conk- 
x Cor. 12. dering alſo, that thoſe Brethren the Apoltlg 
Je  wrate unto with bimſelt and other 7ews, 
are ſaid in the Text in. Diltinftion ro Bape 
tiſm, to have :þeen all maar to drink into oug 
Spirit ; which Expreſſion is far ſhort of be- 
ing all perſonally baptized with the Baptilm 
« ofthe Spirit; aid therefore tro me it clearly 
appears, that the Baptiſm ſpoken of ip the 
*._ +» Objeftion, mult be taken for Water Bap- 
AR. 13. 8. tiſo as its ſaid, that when the Corinthians 
bs had the Goſpel preached to them, many of 
them hearing-believed and were Baptized, 
iz. nat many of the Church then already 
formed into. an. orderly Church-ſtate, but 
Ver-10 many of the People» of that City Believed . 
x Car.3.6,. > ; 
"me. and were Baptized, aud ſo the Apoſtle laid 
Ch. :. 12, the Foundation of the Church of Cormmh, 
and.-planted.the ſame, which Apoko water- 


ed. 

JF. 0bj-4#. The Apoſtle Paul ſaith, That 
Chriſt ſent him not to Baptize,. but to preach 
the Golpel, i Cor. 1.17, | Anſwer, 


' Communion without VV ater Baptiſin.. 


69 
Anſwer, The Apoſtle Paul-was Baptized 
himſelf, and he 'tells us, that there is one Eph. 4. 4, 


' Body, oneSpirir, one Lord, one Faith, one 5: 


Baptiſm, viz. one Water-Baptiſm, becauſe 
it is here diſtinguiſhed from the Spirit, as 
pertaining to'the Body, or dwellicg 1, its 
Gifts and Graces in the Church. And he __ 
alſo inſtruted the twelve Difciples at Ephe= aas rg. 3, 
ſas to be Baptized, tho' they were Baptized 4+ . 
before with Fobns Baptiſm. And he Bapti- 

zed Criſpes and Gaius, and the Houſhold of 
Stephanus, ſo that if he were not ſent to Bap- 1 Cor. 1+ 
tize, he ated beyond his particular Com- !+ 5: 
miſſion, and had not ſo much Authority as 

other Goſpel Miniſters received from the ge- 

neral Commiſſioa given to them; and there- Math. 28. 
fore the Apoſtles meaning is, That tho”, his 7 ** 
Commiſſion, to Preach and Baptize was as 

large as others, yet his work was not ſo 

much aQtually to Baptize and ſpend his time 

in that Service, as to preach the Goſpel, he 

being extraordinarily Gifted thereanto; for 

tie was counted the chief Speaker, and thofe Ads 14. 
Miniſters that were bis Companions being 12- 
qualified to Baptize, were doubtleſs helpful 

to him in that Service; for when he preach- 

& to the Corinthians, it is ſaid (not only 
Criſpas, and all his Houſe believed, but ) ma- 

ny of the Corinthians believed and were bap- 


 *tized. So that -Pauls Expreſſion, that he 


was not ſent taBaptize, is to be expounded 
23s its ſaid of Chriſt, that tho' he made: and Joh. 41,2, 
baptized more Diſciples than Fohn, yet Je- 
fas bimſelf baptized not, but his Diſciples, 

7 E 4 and 
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as 2. 41 


Objedtions Anſwered ag inſt no Church 


and as when Peter had preached there were 
other Goſpel Miniſters with him, who did. | 
Baptize, otherwiſe Peer hjmicit could nax: * 
have baptized in one day about three thou. 
ſand Souls. And ſa we find, that Paul had 
Silas and Timorheus with him at Corinth, 
when ſo many of them were Baptized, and 
that as a Son with the Father, fo had: Tj- 
mothy ſerved with him in the Goſpel. And. 
therefore the Text being fairly and moſt 
properly thus expounded, the aforeſaid Ob- 
jeftion is invalid, and cannot prove an Ad- 
miſſion to Church Communion, without the 
Ordinance of Water-Baptiſin. 

. IV. Cbjef. Gal. 3.27. As many of you -as 
bave been Baptized into Chrift, bave put on 
Chrift : From whence it hatin been ſaid that 
ſome of the Members of thoſe Churches,were 
pot Baptized. 

Anſwer, Toexplain the Mind of the Ho- 

ly Ghoſt, I ſhall here recite the preceedirg 
Words, Yer. 26. For ye are all the Children 
of God by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and then it 
ollows, Yer. 27. For as many of you as have 
been Baptized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt, 
From whence 1 obſerve, that the Wor 
L all J ver. 26. is in ver. 28, put for the 
ſame Perſons to ſhew there is no Diſtin» 
Ctions of Acceptance of Perſons, in Chriſt 
Jeſus, © whether. Fews or Greeks, Bond of 
Free, Male or Fanale, all arg one, and by 


Faith in Chriſt are alike, the adopted: 
Children of God, and ſo the Word [; all } 
mult be paderſtood in ver. 26,” as h 


ave 
Ing 


* Communion without VV ater Raptiſm. 

| ing Relation-'to ver. 28. and not of every 
| individual Member of thoſe Churches of Ga- 

'F latia,' for who can think they were all, viz. 
every individual Perſon of them-really the 
Children of God, ſeeing they v/ere ſo far 
Apoſtatized, as that the Apoſtle ſaid be was 
raid of them, leaſt he had beſtowed on 


them labour in vain. And then, if the Word Ch» 4- 112 


Call] muſt be reſtrained to all thoſe only, 
orto ſo many as were the Children of God 
by -true Faith in Chriſt, it is put for no 
more than the Word [_ many ] viz. for ſo 
many or all of them, as had received both 
the inward Grace, .as well as the outward 
pattivg on the viſible Profeſſion of it by Wa- 
ter-Baptiſm. And the like inftance we bave 
that the Word [ all] 15 reſtrained [' to 
many ] Rom. 5. 18. compared with ver. 19. 
And therefore the aforeſaid Scripture can be 
vo Proof that any Perſons were admitted 
into. Church-Communion without Water- 
Baptiſm. 

And farther toclear this Obje&ion, from 
Rom. 6. 3. There is this to ſay, that that 
Epiſtle was written to all that were in Rbme, 
beloved of God, called to be Saints, which 
_ comprehendeth a Direction of that Epiſtle, 


nat only to one or more particular Church. Rom.16.s, 
es in the Order of the Goſpel, but to all the. 1415+ 


Saints in Rome, beloved and called of God, 
whether within, or for want of time and. 
| growth of Grace and Knowledge, were then: 
waiting on 'the Miniſtry of the Goſpel for 
farther Light, without the Pale of the = | 
E 


72\ . Objettions Awſnered a5ainff. no Church © 
ble Church; and -therefore - the Apoſtle | 
=—_ properly ſay, that ſomanyof us, vez. 
of all-thoſs- Saints in general, as were ga- 
thered .into''a Church-ſtate, and baptized . 
into © Jefus Chriſt were- baptized into his 

Ver. 4, 5 Death, vx. into; the likeneſs,of his Death 

by Water-baptiſm ;- and | thus the Word 
Cmany ] may be taken -in its moſt proper' 
Sence, without the leaſt''implication that. 
vabaptized Chriſtians were admitted to full 
Communiey with 'the Church at the Lords 
Table. VA 1 36 

V. 0bjef#. The Church in the Wilderneſs 
received Members the way which was. not 
preſcribed, bur direftly againſt the revealed 
Mind of God,':'yet ſtood a true Church and | 
their Members true Members.Far thisChurch | 

Gen. 179. had Circumciſion for their entring Ordi- 

13,14 nance, and the uncircumcifed were utterly 

Ex0. 12. forbidden to eat the Paſſover, yet this 

Church received Members without and 0- 
| therwiſe than by this entring Ordinance, 
' they alſo admitted them to the Paſſover ſo 

long as forty Years without it. 

- Feſwer, It is expreſly ſaid, That all the 

Joſh. 5. 4, People ( viz. the Males) that came out (of 

to 8. Egypt ) were Circumciſed, but, all the People 

Exod. 14-.; bat were born its the Wilderneſs by the way, as 

YOUR: cbey came forth out of Egypt, them they had nat 

cirenmciſed. ——— becauſe they had not circum 

ciſed theni by the way. From whence I ob- 
ſorve, 'that. ſecing the Children of frat 
were/not 'Circumciſed by the way, and yet 
that'atl were Circumciſed that came - of 

SY, 


LR 
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_ oftheleaſt © 


Communion without VV ater Baptiſm. 


' Feypt, it muſt needs follow, that they were 


Circumciſed in Egypr, as the Lord. comman- 
ded Moſes, Exod, 12.48, to 52. which tho? 
it is there rchearſed, after the account of 
the Deſtrution of the firſt.born of Epype, 
&c, yet Circumcihon was commanded be- 
fore, as appeareth by the two laſt verſes of 


' that Chaprer., And ſo it was from: its firſt Gen, 19. 
loftitution ta Abrabam, again renewed by: 9» 10- 


Moſes, as an entring Ordinance into a Vili- 


ble Church-ſtate, and the Priviledges there- 


of ; but the occaſion of the diſuſe of this Or- 
dinance afterwards in the Wilderneſs, not 
being expreſled as I can find in any part .of 
the Scriptures, we muſt conclude, that as 
God never —_ of the Wilful neglect 

his Commandments, and ſee- 
igg he again commanded 1ſracl to be Cir» 


cumciſed, when they wereentring in to poſ- 


ſeſs the promiſed Land of Canaan, we have 
not the leaſt incouragement from 1ſraels Ex- 
ample of Diſobedience in the Wilderneſs 


(which is ſo much in general, as well as in x Cor. 10. 
ſome particulars complained of in the Holy Heb. 3. 8, 
Scriptures) nor from Gods renewing his ©*- 


Command 'to 1/rac! for Circumciſion, to 
Countevance the neglect of any Goſpel Qr- 


- Cinance, but contrariwiſe in Caſe of any 


Declenſion among Believers, to ſtir up one 
another to a Reformation, according to the 
Inſtitutions of Chriſt, and the Primitive 
Patterri of Gods ſpiritual Houſe on Sacred 


Record. 


VI. Object It is farther faid, that Awas 
| «t 


/ 


7 3 
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Lev. 10. 
Ch. 6. 26. 


Objettions Anſwered, &Cc.. 


let the offering for Sin be burnt, that ſhould 
have indeed been eaten; yet becauſe he could 
not doit to his Edification, Moſes was Con- 
tent. 

Anſwer, Moſes was content not ſimply, 
becauſe Aaron had done contrary to the 
Commandment, but becauſe Aaron had ſuch 


things befallen him that day, as that it 
.: would not have been accepted of God for 


Lev. 10. 1. 


him-to eat the Offering, as we find by. 4. 
rows Anſwer to Moſes, Lev. 10. 19. And this 
being .on the extraordinary occaſion of Aa- 
rons looling his two Sons, Nadab and Abiby, 
who died before the Lord' for Offering of 
ſtrange Fire; it is tnoſt likely, either this 
Sin of bis Houſe, or thereby was occaſioned 
fame unholineſs, or ſome other uncleanneſs 
happened to Aaron ( tho' it is not particu» 
larly expreſſed) as did by Law prevent him 
from eating of the Holy Sacrifice, Lev. 6, 
18, 27. And ſo it is under the Adminiſtrati- 
on of the Goſpel, that. in caſe of Sin, or any 
Uncleanneſs, prohibited the Communion of 


the Church'by the Laws of Chriſt, the Of- 


fender ( until there be Repentance to take 
it off ) ought not to partake of the Holy 
Supper, tho' it be commanded as a Goſpel. 
Ordinance; yea, a whole Church may ſu- 
ſpend it for a ſeaſon, rather then to partake 
of it with ſuch evils as are prohibited their 
Communion by the Laws of Chriſt ; and 
who will ſay, that ſuch a Suſpenſion of the 
Ordinance will be charged as her Sin, if ſhe 
be necefiitated thereunto, for want of a yy 
1 on 
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© Apainſt Exceſs in Apparel. 
fon-or Miniſtring Brother gifted and -qua- 


lifed for that Service. And therefore from 
what bath been here ſaid, we may conclude, 


' that the aforeſaid Old Teſtament Caſes have 


no,Example in them, as ſhadows to juſtifie 
any. Believers admittance into Church-Com- 
munion withour Water-Baptiſm ; bur that 
thoſe and all' other Scriptures muſt be ex- 
pounded, ſo as to preſerve the Concord of 
Sacred Writ with the plain and poſitive In- 
ſtitu.ions of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and 
their Examples with the Primitive Church- 
es, who clearly witneſs to the Ordinance of 
Water-Baptiſm preceeding Church-Com- 
munion. | | 


Againſt Exceſs in Apparel. 


Hat Ornaments of Apparel in a Scrip- 
ture Sence may be allowed, ſo far as 
they ſuit and rather tend tothe Creqait and Re- 


, putation of the Goſpel, and that a difference 
- in Apparel is not unlawful, accotding to 


the State and Circumſtances of the Saints, is 
not denyed. But yet whatever Ornaments 
are inconſiſtent with Modeſty, Gravity and 
Sobriety, and are a ſcandal to Religion, 
ought to'be caſt off, as being a defilement to 
Believers, and an Abominaton in the ſight 


of God, who reproved and brought his 16. 3.16. 
Sourge upon the Daughters of Zjon, for Zeph. 1.8. 


the 
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Againſt exceſs in Apparel. 
the Bravery, Haughtineſs and Pride of thelt 
Attire, and by the Prophet hath ſaid, he 
would puniſh all ſach as were cloathed with 
ſtrange Apparel. And the Apoltle faith, 
1 Tim. 2 7 will therefore that — Women adorn themſelnt; 
8,9 in modeſs Apparel, with Shame-facedneſs and S6- 
briety ;, not with Broidered Mair, or Gold, « 
Pearls, or coftly Array ; but ( which becometh 
CARPET Goalineſs) with good 'worky, 
x Pet, 3.3, — whoſe adorning, let it not be the Out « 
4 5 ward adorning, of Plating the Hair, and of- 
Wearing of. Gold, or of putting on of Apparel, 
but the Ornament of 4 meek. and quiet Spirit, 
which is #n the ſight of God of great Price : For 
after this manner in the old time, the Holy Wo 
men alſo who truſted in God adorned themſelves, 
x Cor, 11. — And doth not even Nature it ſelf teach you, 
14- that if a Man bave long Hair, it is a ſhame 
wnto bim, And we are not to be conformed 
Rom. 12. to this World, but we are commanded to 
2,77. g Provide things honelt in the ſight of al 
2 Core 3. Men; and 4s obedient Children, not faſhioning 
1 Pet. 1. your ſelves according to the former Luſts, in 
14+ your Ignorance : But as he which hath calkd 
you 'is Holy, fo be ye Holy in all. Manner of 
| 1 Cor. 10. Converſation ;, and tO give none offence, neicher 
32* tothe Jews nor tothe Gentiles, nor to the Church 
of God. But as the Apoltle ſaith, whatſo- , 
Phil. 4. 8. ever things are true, boneſt, juſt, pore, 
lovely, af gaod report, if there be any Vir- 
cue, and it -.there be any Praiſe, think on 
theſe things. Now from theſe Scriptures, 
we may conclude, that tho? our prefentex- 
, Ceſiive faſhions are not all expreſly _ 
PI , 


_ 


— 
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Againſt exce[s it. Apparel, 

n, yet if any kind of adornings are pro- 
hibited, and if thoſe Texts were written 
for our' Inſtrntion, as I thick none can 
doubt thereof, or be ſa bold ro deny it, that 


have any Sence of true Religion ; then © 
' ſurely they require all the Saints both Men 
and, Women, at leaſt to abſtain from all 


thoſe exceſſes. in. Apparel which are not of 
good report among ſober Men, and who- 
ever putteth on ſuch Attire of Ornaments 
of Apparel, as are not of good honeſt and 
modeſt report, they are guilty of breaking 
the Commandments of Chriſt, and fo are to 
be dealt withal by the Church as diſorderly 
Perſons, who bring a ſcandal upon their 
Holy Profeſſion. 

Beſides, it is not only a grief for ſober 
Chriftians to ſee ſuch Pride of Spirit appear= 
ing in their Communion, bat its alſo a tam- 
bling to others which are well inclined, -to 
walk in the ways of the Lord with them, as 
I have found by my own experience: For 
when I was firſt awakened to ſeek the Lord, 
and the good'of my Soul, the extravagant 
Dreſſes of ſome Profeſſors among ' whom I 
heard the Goſpel preached, occalioned me 
to think there was the leſs Religion in then), 
and that they looked not as if they were 
Chriſts People.z and for this cauſe alone (1 
baving then no Light in Goſpel-Ordinances of 
Communion) I departed to another Church; 
which appeared more like ſober Chriſtians, 
and: there I have continued: about. five and 
twenty years - And conſidering the Scrip= 
cure 
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Prov.6.16, 


« Pet. $.5. 


Rom. 6. 4. 


Jam..2.18. 


Gal. 6: 71 


Againſt Exceſs in Apparel: 


_tare ſaith, the'Lord hateth a proud look F 
And. God reſiſteth- the proud, but giveth © 
Grace unto the Humble: And that the' F 
Commandments of Chriſt require our Con--: 
os,” formity in all things ſoitable to his Name aad 


Troth, and thoſe Holy and Self-denying 
Principles we profeſs, how can ſuch exceſles 


in Apparel which even. gives their Profeſſi- | | 
on the Lie, conſiſt with their ſincere Obedis 'F 
ence to him ? How do they ſhew their Hos F 


Iy Faith therein by their Works, bur rather 
as It is ſaid of her that liveth in Pleaſure, 
that ſke is dead while ſhe liveth; - Be nor des 
celved, God is not mocked, for whatſoever 4 
Mar ſoweth, - that ſhall he alſo reap. For ht 
that ſoweth to his Fleſh, ſhall of the Fleſh reap 
Corruption > but be that ſowerh to the Spirit, 
ſhall of the Spirit reap Life Everlaſting. 

To conclude, our Baptized Churches that 
are for particular Election and final Perſe- 
verance in the: ſame Faith and Order of the 
Goſpel in full. Communion together ; they 
(nor many others ) have not any Reaſon to 
refleft on the true deſign of this Treatiſe, or 
on the Matters contained therein, as any 
ways tending to the Interruption of our 
Peace, on the ſettled Principles of oor 
Churches, bat to the purging out the leaven 
of anrighteouſneſs, that may he found a- 
mong them ; nor can any Perſon in our Cort- 
munion appear againſt the plain Contentsof 
this Treatiſe, but they muſt at the ſame rime 
appear for and Countenance ſuch ſinful Man- 
Rers, Erroneous DoArine, falſe Worſhip, 
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